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GEN. XLVIL g. 


And Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, the days of the years of my 
pilgrimage, are an hundred and thirty years ; few and 
evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have 
not attained unto the days of the years of the l ie of my 
fathers, in the days of their pilgrimage. ä 


S theſe words are 0 with the preceding wer/es, I ſhall 
A take a retroſpect of them, in diſcourfing upon this text ; which 
is but Jacor's anſwer to the queſtion which the King of Egypt 
ere to him, when preſented before him by Jos gyn, who was 
then prime minifter to PHARAaoOH: which queſtion is worthy our 
notice; and fo is the whole ſtory of Jacos and his family, eſpe- 
cially 'of Joszen and his brethren. There is no ſtory in all the 
| ſcripture more remarkable than that of Jacos and his family, ex- 
cept that of Jesvs CHRIST, and his life, death, and ſufferings. 
The hiftory of Jzsus Cars” is indeed the moſt wonderful, ador- 
able, and intereſting concern to mankind, that ever was, or poſ- 
ſibly can be: And to our bleſſed Saviour we find very ſtriking 
typical reference in IA, JosEPH, Is AAc, and ABRaHam. 
Remarkable is the kindneſs, condeſcention, and honour which 
this PHaR von, King of Egypt, ſhewed to Jos yn and his family. 
But Jacos's poſterity found his ſucceſſors not ſo kind. — There 
aroſe another ſort of PRARAOE, who tnew not Foſeph, nor his 
children; but was no Jeſs cruel to them than the PHARAORH here 
mentioned, was kind and obliging :—He not only ſaved Josryn's 
family alive in the time of famine, but treated them with diſtin- 

uiſhed favour and reſpect ;—and with this view were Jacos and 
his family ſent for 1 HARAOH 8 permiſſion, from Canaan into 

t. 

* D when they were come, PHARAOH ſpake to Jos YH, 01. | 
“Thy father and brethren are come unto thee. V. 5. The land 
<« of Egypt is before thee, in the beſt of the land make thy father 
« and thy brethren to dwell; in the land of Ge/ber, let them dwell. 
« V,6. And JoseyH brought in Jacos his father, and ſet him 
« before PHARAaoH; and Jacos bleſſed Pruaraon.” V. 7. | 
| Tuvs old Iſael had the honour to be brought from Canaan = 
Egypt, to ſtand before the greateſt potentate then upon earth; E 
being then the greateſt and moſt ancient ſtate in the whole World. 
Yet as greatly as PHaraon honoured Jacos, Jacos did Ph a- 
RAOH much greater honour, in Beling him, PHARA OH was an 
alien from the covenant of grace, and a ſtranger to Gop; but 
here Jacos prays Gop to 5 — and the bleſſing, or ring 
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of ſuch a man as JacoB, was no ſmall. honour, nar. ſmall advan- 


tage to PHaRaon : It was the bleſſing of an eminent prophet, pa- 


triarch, and righteous man, who had found favour in the fight of 
the moſt high Gob, and had ſpecial power <vizh, and intereſt in 
him: Hence he was called IsRaEgL, which ſignifies a man that ſaw 
God, and prevailed with him for his bleſſing. ** Thus” (ſays a pious 
and excellent annotator “ upon the place) “whether PRHARNAORH 


received JIAcos in the name of a prophet, or no, he had a pro- 


«« phet's reward; that is, a prophet's bleſſing, or a prophet's 
<© prayer for him; which ſufficiently recompenſed him, not only 


cc for his courteous behaviour, but for all the kindneſſes which he 


„ ſhewed to Jacos and his family.” 


FU&THER, it is remarkable, that when Jacor and his ſons 
were preſented before PHaRaon, PRHARAORH ſaid unto Jacos, 


« how old art thou?“ So our tranſlation hath it, and it expreſſes 


the real import of the queſtion; to which Jacos replies in the 
words of my text; And Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, the days of 


<« the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years; 
« few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and 


«© have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my 
.«« fathers, in the days of their pilgrimage.” Wherein we may ob- 


ſerve, 1. That the queſtion put by Pharaoh to Jacob, is uſually 
aſked to old men: And it is right to reverence old age; and it is 
unbecoming men and chriſtians to diſpiſe ir. Young ye are apt 


to think that old men are fools; and ſuch indeed they muſt needs 


be if they do not underſtand themſelves, the world, and true re- 
ligion, better than children and young perſons. 


Ir is not improbable that Jacob's countenance did indicate him 


to be not only old, but older than he really was; for he had been 


a man of ſorrow and toil, and acquainted with grief. And 
herein he was but zypical of Jesus CHRIST, who for a /milar reaſon, 
looked as if he was not much leſs than fy years old, when he had 


not attained to five and thirty; and which was the reaſon of what 


the Jews ſaid to him in John viii. 57. Thou art not yet 7 
«« years old, and haſt thou ſeen Abraham ? | 
A Los ſeries of grief and ſorrow, or ſore trials, do commonly 


affect the countenance, and make people look older than they are; 


theſe will bring wrinkles and. figns of old age upon the face, be- 


fore the time of life, in which ſuch things would otherwiſe ap- 


pear. This might be the caſe with Jacos and jJesus CHAIST, 
« who was a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief.“ T It 
may be alſo obſerved, that in Egypt people were not ſo long-lived 
as in Canaan, where Jacob lived: And Pharaoh might for this 


| reaſon look on the Patriarch with wonder; and Jacob might be a 


ſhew at Pharoab's court, where none looked ſo old as he, 


Wu we are reflecting on ourſelves and paſt life, in our ſerious 


moments, we ſhould bring our age into. the account, and conſider 
how old we are. Then may we ſee cauſe to be humbled with 
ſhame, that we are /o old, and (not that we have got no more money 
or worldly wealth, but) that we have done no more good in our 
| time; 

* Mr, Hxnay, + Ifai, lili, 3. 
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1 | 
time; that we are % old, and brought ſo little fruit to God! fo 
old, may many ſay, and yet not regenerated and born again] and 
even thoſe who are horn again, may ſay, /o old, and yet no more 
grown in grace, and no more improved in true. wiſdom and ſpi- 
ritual experience: So old, may many, perhaps, ſay, and yet out- 


ſtripped and out-done in grace and divine knowledge, by others 


who are ſo much younger than ourſelves in years, and the chriſtian 
life. Jacob here ſtiles his life a pilgrimage :—This is the light in 
which human life, eſpecially the life of good men, is exhibited in \ 
ſcripture.—Our life is a pilgrimage; which ſignifies an un/table, un- 
fettled ſtate. Such is the life of good men in a figurative ſenſe ;— 
it is a religious pilgrimage, undertaken upon the principles of re- 
ligion, and animated and governed by faith 7 Chrift, and the 
22 Canaan, in which it ends. Good men look upon life as a 
pilgrimage, though they never move from the neighbourhoed in 

which they were born, And hence they look upon themſelves as 
pilgrims, ſojourners, and ſtrangers in this world: Accordingly the 
land of Canaan was called the land of the Iſraelite's pilgrimage, 
wherein they were ſtrangers. Exod. vi. 4. And I have eſta- 
« bliſhed my covenant with them, ſaith the Lord, to give them 
& the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they 
« were ſtrangers.” In this light King David conſidered his life. 
Pſ. xxxix. 12. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto 
e my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears; for I am a ftranger 
cc with thee, and a ſojourner as all my fathers were.” Again, we 
read that“ by faith Abraham ſojourned in the land of Promiſe, 
« as in a ſtrange country, dwelling in Tabernacles, with Iſaac 
and Jacob: Theſe, and all the reſt of the Patriarchs . confeſs'd, 
„that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth.” . Heb. xi. 
9. 13. And the Apoſtle Peter addreſſes the good people he writes 
to under theſe titles; Dearly beloved, I beſeech you as ſtrangers 
and pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly luſts, that war againſt the 
© foul.” 1. Pet. ii. 11.—Such is our ſituation and profeſſion as 
we call ourſelves chriſtians, viz. pilgrims and fßrangers; and it be- 


comes us as /uch, to deny ourſelves, to renounce the Devil and 


„all his works, the pomps and vanity of this world, and all the 
« ſinful luſts of the fleſn; — and which we are but obliged to do, 
in virtue of our baptiſm. 1 ; EW 

In this light were good men under the old Teſtament wont to 
to look on this fe; they looked on it but as an introduction and 
paſſage to another; and not as a /ettlement here; they looked on 
their own life as a pilgrimage, or journey to a better country, that 


is an HEAVENLY. Heb. xi. 16. But Jacob had reaſon to call his 


life a pilgrimage in a literal as well as a figurative ſenſe, for he had 
been toſſed from place to place ever ſince he had left his father's 
houſe. From thence he went into Meſopotamia; from Meſopotamia 
he went into Canaan ; —when he returned to Canaan, he dwelt a 


to Bethel ; from Bethel he removed to Hebron, to his father */aac ; 
and from thence he was now come into Egypt. 
ö | TI, OBs E RVE 


while at Succoth, and then at Scbechem; from Schechem he removed 
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1. Onserve here the honour which o/eph did to his old father 
Jacob, in preſenting him to Pharaoh King of Egypt; he did his 
ancient parent the honour .of introducing him into that King's 
preſence-chamber : And herein Jo/eph has ſet an example to children, 
who ought to honour their parents as much as in them lie. This 
is what children are in duty bound to do, by the / command- 
ment, which ſays, Honour thy father and thy mother.” Exod. 


XX. 12. Jaſeph was glad of this opportunity of honouring his fa- 
ther, who had been weather-beaten, and borne the burden and 


heat of the day. And wretched and cur/ed are thoſe children, who 
are not diſpoſed to honour their father and mother, and to delight 
to make their lives as eaſy and comfortable as they can. 

2. In the words before us, obſerve the anſwer which Jacob re- 
turns to Pharaob's queſtion; wherein he ſpeaks in a manner becom- 


ing a patriarch and a religious man, with an air of ſeriouſne/s, and 


with a view to teach Pharaoh to confider human life in a light that 


was new to him, who was a ſtranger to revealed religion; which 


had taught Jacob to call his life a pilgrimage, whereby he confe/s'd 
himſelf to be a ſtranger upon earth, Jacob here tells Pharaoh, that 
he conſider'd himſelf as a traveller to another world; and that he 
looked on this world but as his zu, and not as his home - and to 
this profeſſed ſituation of Jacob, his father J/aac, his grandfather 
Abraham, and his great grandfather Terah, the ap ſeems to 
refer in Heb. xi. 13. where we read that «© they con 

« ſtrangers, and pilgrims on the earth.” 

Jacos reckoned himſelf a pilgrim, not only as he was then in 
Egypt, a ſtrange country, in which he had never been before; but 
he meant that his life itſelf was a pilgrimage, wherever he was, 
whether at home or abroad, in his aative country, or in a ftrange 
land. And thofe who duly confider life in this view of it, may 
make themfelves the more eaſy wherever they be, at home or abroad. 


Such a view of life will conduce to qualify one for bearing baniſh- 


ment, or living on any Iawful occaſion in a ſtrange land; for 
wherever ſuch a perſon is, he conſiders he is but a pilgrim and 
frranger ſtill; and ſo he looks on himſelf, wherever he rowes or reſts, 
in this tranfitory world. Good men ſhould, and will, confider 
themſelves under theſe characters at all times, and in all places ; 
they ſhould conſider that they are ab/ent from the Lok b, while pre- 
ſent in the body; and it behoves them to live daily in expectation 
of quitting this life, and of going home to their everlaſting abode. 

3. Here obſerve that Jacob reckons his life by days; and in- 
deed, if it be ſo reckoned, it is ſoon reckoned, —:he tale is ſoon told. 


The ſum, not only of our y-ars, but of our days, is ſoon caſt up. 


Our life is made up of days; but ſo uncertain is it, that we are 
not ſure of the continuance of it for one day to an end: But we are 
Hable to be turned out of this Tabernacle at leſs than a day, or 
an hour's warning. Let us therefore learn to meaſure our days, 


that ſeeing what it is, we may conſider how frail we are.” 
Pſ. xxxix. 4. Let us, with Moſes, pray God (' ſo to teach us to 


number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom ; 
| « the 


effed they were 


: * 
ce the wiſdom of being always ready to go forth to meet the Sride- 
« groom of our ſouls; always prepared for our latter end, and a 
« future ſtate of eternal life and happineſs. Pf. xc. 12. 
4. OBsSERVvE the characters which Jacob here gives of the day 
of his life“ few and evil have the days of the years of my 
« life been.“ — 1. They had been few—tho' he had now lived one 
hundred and thirty years, they ſeemed to him as being paſt, but a 
few days;—and they were indeed few, compared with the days of 
eternity; in which view Jacob did undoubtedly frequently conſider 
his days.——What were Jacob's days, or even the days of Merhu/elah, 
which amounted to zear a thouſand years, to the days of eternity, in 
which “a thouſand years are but as one day.” 2. Pet. iii. 8.— 
Whether Jacob had a reference to this view of his days when he 
called them few to Pharaob, or no, this is a view in which every 
man ozght, and every good man dorh, frequently contemplate his 
life; and when they are conſidered in this light, the days of the 
longeſt liver that ever was, muſt needs fink, not only into feav, but 
leſs than few, even into nothing. —Hence the Royal Prophet ſays, 
«© Behold thou haſt made my days as an hand-breadth, and mine age 
« 1s as nothing before thee.” Pſ. xxxix. 5. And it is good to 
confider human life in this light, for this conſideration of it wall 
furniſh a thinking man with the moſt ſerious, awful, and uſeful 
thoughts ;—and the Lord ſet this view of life home on each of 
your hearts; ſo ſhall our departed neighbour's death be a means of 
life to your ſouls, and his earneſt deſire fulfilled ; for how poor 
and deſpiſed ſoever he was, he was a well-wiſher to your ſouls ; 
and it is undoubted, from what you now hear, that his thoughts 
were employed for your ſpiritual welfare, and eternal ſalvation, 
which he ſeemed to have much at heart. —And there is reaſon to 
believe, from what I ſhall tell you before I conclude my diſcourſe, 
that moſt of the days of the years of his life, were often taken up 
in deep contemplation of Gop and eternity; and which is but a 
proper and needſul exerciſe to the thoughts of all of you; and ſuch 
as real chriſtians experience the utility of, to quicken their motions 
in the proſecution of the grand buſineſs of their pilgrimage, which 
is but to come to Jesus CHRISH, and to live unto him, by a faith 
which worketh by love and true repentance.— To be thus always 
ready for a happy tranſlation from Earth to Heaven, is the grand 
concern of every child of man. Thus ſpeaks a ſpiritual man, who 
was bleſt with an excellent heavenly Muſe, | 


Good God ! on what a ſlender thread 
Hang everlaſting things ! 
Th' eternal ſtates of all the dead 
Upon life's feeble ſtrings. 
Infinite joy or endleſs woe 
Attends on ev'ry breathz 
And yet how unconcern'd we go Ao 
Upon the brink of death! 


4 


Waken, 
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Waken, O d, our drowſy ſenſe, 
this dang'rous road ; 


nr 
our ſouls are hurry'd hence 


lay they be found with God! 


©. Akeenan property, e Jacob aſſigns of his days, was that 
ff == were evil, This is true of all mankind,—and it is aſſerted in 


Job xiv. 1. as the certain lot of human life; which paſſage is pre- 
ciſely parallel zo, and explanatory of, this part of Jacob's anſwer 


to Pharaoh's queſtion—** Man that is born of a woman is of few 


„ days, and full of trouble :” What is this but the ſame as few 
„and evil are the days of our life ?“ Fob calls them few days, 
though men lived much longer in his earlier time, than in Jacob's 


days. Well, as our days are evil, it is well they are few, if we | 
have an intereſt in Curr by a living faith ;—hence Job ſays, 


« loath it, I would not live always.”*— Seeing they are / evil, 
good men ſhould be thankful that they are /o few. Jacob might 
emphatically call his days evil days, when he ſpoke theſe words, 
ſeeing his paſt life had been fuller of trouble than ordinary, —one 


ſtorm had ſucceeded another—one trouble had followed upon the 


heel of another; and ſometimes divers preſſed upon him together. 
'This, for inſtance, was the caſe when he found that his ſon Simeon 


was bound in Egypt, and detained as a hoſtage there, till his 


brethren ſhould bring Benjamin along with them r the man, who 
then bore the chief ſway, next to the King, in that country.-- The 
anxious and ſorrowful ſituation of Jacob's ſoul on that occaſion, 
appears in his ſpeech to his ſons in Gen. xlii. 36. And Jacob, 
de their father, ſaid-unto them, me ye have bereaved of my chil- 
« dren; Jaſeph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benja- 
„% min away: all theſe things are againſt me.“ 

And when he was perſuaded to let Benjamin go with 1 bre- 


thren, the ſolicitude and heavineſs of his ſoul are indicated 1 in the 


following words: Take your brother, and ariſe, go again unte 
« the man; and God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that 
« he may ſend away your brother and Benjamin: if I am bereaved 
« of my children, I am bereaved.” Gen, xliii. 13. 14. 

Tux pleaſanteit days of Jacob's life were yet before him; far 
he liv'd about /eventeen years with his family in Egypt 3 which, as 
our lives go now, is a conſiderable part of man's age: Durin 
this time Jacob had more outward reſt and comfort, than he had 
had at all, ſince he firſt left his father's houſe. Here he tells Pha- 
raoh that the days of his life, which he had attained, were ſhort 
of the days of his fathers; they had neither been ſo many, nor ſo 
free from toil and trouble, as their's had been —““ The days of 


„the years of my life, have not attained unto the days of the ears 


« of the life of my fathers, in the days of their 9 + 


Jacos 

* To\ vii. 16. 
+ Hers ſacob does undoubtedly refer to the days of his father Iſaac, his 
grandfather Abraham, and his great grandfather Terah, The days of Iſaac 
were 180 years, Gen, xxxv. 28. The days of the years of Abraham's life 
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Jacos might truly ſay to Pharach that his days had been evil, 


becauſe they had been full of labour and care, grief and ſorrow, 


« on many occaſions,” See Brfhop Patrick in Loe. 
Tno' by evil in ſcripture we are often to underſtand moral evil, 
or ſin; and it is true that good mens' days are attended with too 


much evil of this kind, and Jacob might call his days evil in this 


ſenſe; yet he does not ſeem to call them / in this place (at leaſt 


chiefly) on that account, but on the account of the travels and 
troubles of his life.—Faceb's ſpirit had been lately more than or- 


dinarily exerciſed with grief and ſorrow, and to the diſtreſſes of 


his life he here moſt probably refers, tho' not exclu/five of the fins 


and imperfections of it, whereof his holy ſoul had a due ſenſe.— 


The trials and tribulations which good men meet with in this 
world, cannot but be ſenſibly felt by them, and they do afford 
them juſt reaſon to call their days eh. But our bleſſed Saviour has 
told his followers that their days ſhould be eh in this reſpect; and 
at the ſame time aſſured them, for their encouragement, that“ ke 
had overcome the world:” Thereby intimating that he would 
enable hem alſo to overcome the evils of it. John xvi. 33. In 
ce the world ye ſhall have tribulation z but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world.“ | | 7 

In APPLICATION of this ſubject, it may be obſerved, that good 
men are happy, notwithſtanding the various anxieties and affiic- 
tions which make the days and years of their lives ſo evil as they 
find them to be. Good people have tore outward trials and 
troubles of various kinds; and they have a greater feeling ſenſe 


than others of inbred fin and corruption, and great heawine/s in 


their hearts frequently on account thereof. . Other people have 
znbred fin and corruption #eigning in them, without a due feeling 
ſenſe of the evil and danger thereof: — It is only real chriflians, or 
at leaſt ſuch as are under a real conviction of fin, and in the way 
to become ſuch, that have ſuch a feeling ſenſe of the evils of their 
nature, as to cry out with the Apoſtle, O wretched man that 1 
% am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death?** Rom. 
vii. 24. Nevertheleſs good men are truly happy, under the out- 
ward evils of life, and the grievous experience they have of the 
malignity of fin, and the ſorrow ariſing from inherent corruption; 
—they have preſent freedom from the dominion of fin, and often 
a pleaſing, joyful hope of a #nal victory over, and full deliverance 
From, ſin and death. They have a covenant Gop to go to on all 
occaſions: They have an intereſt in Cue 1sT, and all the bleſſings 
of the everlaſting covenant, by a living faith: And they have 
daily acceſs to Gop within the veil, by faich and prayer, —Thus 
e | have 
were 175 years, Gen. xxv. 7. The days of Terah were 203. Gen, xi. 32. 


Hence we ſee how greatly human life had been ſhortened fince the de'uge, in 
Jacob's days.—The years of his life, when he ſtcod before the King of Egypt, 


were 50 years ſhort of his father Iſaac's age when he died; 45 ſhort of his 


grandfather Abraham's ; and 0 ſhort of the years of his great grandfather 
Terah, —And © Jacob lived in the land of Egypt ſeventeen years; ſo the whole 
« age of Jacob was an hundred forty ar d ſeven years.“ Gen. xi. 28. 
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| 1 
have they pleaſing and profitable intercourſe with Heaven, as often 
as they are enabled to look up, and to draw near the throne of 


divine grace, in the exerciſe of faith and prayer: They have a 


ſanctified uſe of the outward evils and croſſes allotted to them in 


this world: They believe that God performeth the things that 


« are appointed for them; that many ſuch things are with him;“ 
and that all the trials and afflictions they meet with here, are or- 
dered from above, and made to co-operate for their eternal good. 


Job. xxiii. 14. Rom. viii. 28. 


Jssus CHRIST extracts the poiſon of the divine cur/e out of the 
troubles of good men, and converts the ewz/s of their lives into 
good, by making them promotive of their preſent ſanctification, 
inward peace, and eternal ſalvation: To theſe their Saviour ſays, 
„ Take courage,“ I have overcome the world.? 

Tu tribulations of good men's lives, make the dark fide of the 
cloud ;—this fide of human life hath been pathetically and ele- 
gantly delineated by the late excellent and learned Dr. Noung, in a 


' Diſcourſe called, The Eftimate of Human Life. But is there not a 


tight fide to this cloud? Were not Jacob's, and are not other good 


mens' days, goed days, as well as evil ones? Had not Jacob many 


ſweet wi/its from Heaven, from time to time? Was not that a 
happy ſeaſon of his life, which he ſpent at Peniel, in wreſtling 
with the Angel of the covenant ; who was but the Son of Gop 
Himſelf, and who in reference to his incarnation, was the lamb 


« that was ſlain” in the divine purpoſe <* before the foundation of | 


«© the world?“ That muſt needs have been a bleſſed part of Jacob's 
life, in which he ſaw God in a human form, and as a Prince, had 
power with him, and prevailed for that bleſſing of his, which is 


better than life. 


Jacos met with ſuch trials as occaſioned to him many heavy 


Hours, and many ſorrowful days; nevertheleſs, „as his days, ſo 


was his ſtrength from the Lord, Deut. xxx11. 25. He“ heard 


« the Lord Jehovah ſay—ſtrength ſhall be equal to thy day—then, 
* he rejoic'd in deep diftreſs—leaning on all-ſufficient grace.“ 


Jacob halted ſometimes in a moral, as well as /iteral ſenſe, for that 
ſcripture cannot be broken, nor diſproved, which ſays, „There 


„ js not a juſt man upon earth, that doeth good, and ſinneth 


c not” too too often: So it was under the old Teſtament ; and 
the caſe is fmilar under the new; In many things we offend all.” 
Jam. ili. 2. But good Jacob had faith and grace, which enabled 
him to overcome his ſorrows and his fins; he was neither over- 


ewhelmed by the former, nor en//aved or ruined by the latter no 


fin had dominion over him; nor did his ſpirit fink under the evils 


of life ;—he was ſupported and comforted in all his afflictions, 
and at length delivered out of all of them, He had his conver- 


ſation in Heaven, and communion with Gop ; he had experience 
of thoſe <* conſolations, which are not ſmall.” Job xv. 11. Jacob 
had the fear of Gop before his eyes continually—he was divinely 


ſupported and .comforted on all occafions—the love of Gop was 


ſhed 


9 hago tie + Gen, xxxii. 24. 
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ſhed abroad in his heart, and the, comforts of religion did bear 
bim up---he was not of a contemptuous, ſcornful, ſelf-willed. 
deſpiſing ſpirit : --hence he had an internal tranquility, to which 
proud, angry, ambitious, reſtteſs men are entire ſtrangers ;---if 
his days were evil days in reſpect of outward croſſes! and diſap- 
pointments, they were good days in reſpect of the, ;n2vard. peace, 
ſupport, conſolation, and intercourſe with Gop, which were 
vouchſafed to him, through a meditator, by the aids and influ- 
ences of the holy ſpirit;---nor would he have, ſold his experience 
of Gop's grace and goodneſs to him for the whole world. There 
is a real pleaſure and ſacred peace and ſatisfaction in religion, 
which but few know, becauſe there are few. that make a thorough 
trial of it, and are truly religious. Thoſe who fairly and faith- 
fully prove religion, know, that it is this alone is attended with, 
and productive of, that peace of God which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding,” Thoſe who enter into the merit of the cauſe, and 
make a thorough proof of true piety, may from experience ſay, 
that its ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and that all its paths 
« are peace; and that all the paths of the Lord are mercy and 
« truth, unto ſuch as keep his covenant, and his teſtimonies.” 
Prov. iii. 17. Pf. xxv. 10. Real chriſtians muſt needs know 
more of religion than meer nominal profeſſors; they know. that 
religion ſanctifies the ſorrows of life, to the good of their fouls, 
and renders them 7olerable to thoſe who are ſincerely and ſeriouſly 
pious, As the teſtimonies of Gop are their coun/ellors, his promi/es 
are their ſupporters and comforters in the houſe of their pil- 
% orimage.”* Great peace is prepared for them that love Goo, 
and yield impartial, faithful obedience to his commands; nor 
ſhall any thing ſo offend them, as to cauſe them finally to apoſta- 
tize from him, and his holy ways. Pſ. exix. 165. 
Jacos could have told PHARAORH the good. as well as the evil 
of his days; but he did not enter into a detail of the goodneſs of 
Gop, and the comforts of religion, which balanced and allayed 
the evils of his days, to the King of Egypt; partly becauſe that 
King would not have underſtood nor reliſhed his diſcourſe, if he 
had ſpoke to him of the comforts of a religious life, and of his 
ſweet experience of daily communion with Gop, by faith and 


prayer. Such diſcourſe, it may be ſuppoſed, would have been 


no leſs diſagreeable to Pharaoh, than it is to ſuch profeſſed ration- 
aliſts of the preſent age, who are prone to call ſuch a way of 
talking cant, fanaticiſin, enthuſiaſm, and ſuch like compliments, 
which were wont to be beſtowed on the old Puritans formerly, and 
ſince on the Preſbyterians, and other religious people. But theſe 
imputations are now transferred from them, and moſt commonly 
applied to a people of a new denomination, whom (however irre- 
gular they may be deemed in their proceedings) Gov, in his 
adorable Providence, ſeems to have raiſed up in this age, to re- 
prove the prevailing apoftacy, formality, Tevity, and Jukewarmneſs 
of it; to awaken and turn many notorious profligate ſinners to 


Wo: | righteouſneſs, 
Pſ. exix. 54. * Faw 
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righteouſneſs, and to ſtir up the attention of profeffing chriſtians, 


both in the efabli/ment and the ſeparation to the importance and 


ages has delighted to ſhew that of him ts the excellent powwer, that 


awakens and turns the hearts of ſinners to himſelf, and the fincere 


proſecution of ferious and true religion, and that the great work 


of regeneration and converfion of fouls, is not done human 


learning, might or power, but by the ſpirit of the Lord.“ 
Zech. iv. 7. Serious ſpiritual conference, and foul-transforming 
communion with Gos were meat and drink to old Iſrael's ſou]; 
but it may be juſtly ſuppofed that PBUraoh had no notion of, nor 
reliſh for ſuch things, N his urbanity and kindneſs 


to Jacob and his family, for Jeſepbh's ſake. | 
Another reaſon. why Jacab mentioned only the evil of his days 


to Pharach, and not the goodneſs of Gon, and the conſolations 
of religion withal, which he had experienced therein, might be 
to avoid the appearance of impertinence, and to render only a pro- 
per and direct anſwer to the King's queſtion according to the real 
import of it; which was this“ Jacob, thou doſt look old, how 
old art ® thou?” To which Jacob makes a direct and full anſwer, 
in the words of my text, without adding any thing that was fo- 


reign to the purpoſe : As if he ſhould ſay, © Tho' I feem: ſo old to 


«© thee O Pharaoh, the days of the years of my life have been but few; 


«I have not attained to the days of the years of my fore-fathers ; 


4% Mine have been no more than one hundred and thirty-years ; nov 
« do expect or deſire to have more added to this number, for my 
te paſt life has been full of grief, ſorrow, and toil : And hence it is 
« no wonder that I look ſo old before thee this day.” 

2. The wicked and ungodly are no leſs miſerable under the evils 
of life than good men are happy: Tho' the greateſt ſufferings of 
the u»godly are yet to come in another world, if they do not truly 
and evangelieally repent in this life; yet they are not exempted: 
from more or leſs trouble, croſſes, and diſappointments in the 
preſent world ; but the great miſery of theſe people is, that they 
do not know, or, which is the ſame thiag, they do not confider from 
whence, nor what for, their afflictions are laid upon them: Henee 
the ungodly have no notion of feeking to Gov: for relief, ſupport 


and comfort under, nor a /an#ifed uſe of the troubles they meet 


with here below. It is the unſpeakable advantage and happineſs 
of pood men,. that they know where and. which way to have all 


this; for want of which, the ancenveritd cannot ſupport un- 


der, nor endure affiiftions as faithful believers in CHRISFH and 
the go/pel covenant, are enabled to do by the grace of Goy.—The 
former fret and fume in trouble, whereby they do but kick 
—— Ros a « againſt 
The words of Pharaoh's queſtion were J wat 
That is, literally, How many are the 1 8 1 "ay 15 of — ; 
age 28 Fecod's being uſed [4 the plural number in that language, pecrbape as re- 


ferring to the diverſe ſtages of his liſe; viz. childhood, youth, manhood, and 


old age, which was the Rage of liſa in which this patiiarch ſtood before Pharaoh. 
| BuxT, LIX. page 210. 
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„ zgainſt rhe pricks.” * Theſe find the croſſes of life inſupport- 
able, as appears in too many inſtances of ſuch as have recourſe to 
remedies, that are a great deal worſe than the DIsEASES IJ as to 
drown ſorrow, one way or another, or to commit felo de ſe. 
Many inſtances of exce/ive drinking, and almoſt every example of 
fuiciae, J evinceth the de/þerate miſery of thoſe who are deſtitute of 
the fear of Gop, and the ſupports of true religion in calamitous 
circumſtances. The ungodly do not ſee the hand of Gop in their 
afflictions; they do not conſider that they come from him, and 
that they are therein puniſpad for their fins: and offences; and 
puniſhed much leſs than their deſerts, The children of this 
world who know not Gop, nor the plague of their own hearts, 
are eb/ereperous in trouble; they do not reflect how «nrea/onable 
it is for a living man to complain; a man for the puniſhment 
<< of his ſins: 5 But they behave as If © afliftion cometh forth 
« of the duſt, and as if trouble ſprung out of the ground: Hence 
4 they ſeek not unto Gop, nor commit their cauſe unto him, 
« when they are afliged:”' || Nor is it indeed to be wondered at 
that they do not, becauſe they know not God, nor any thing elſe 
as they ought to know : They have lived all along as if there was 
no Supreme Governor over the World, or as if there was no «© GO 
„that judgeth in the earth.“ Hence the unconverted, un- 
godly part of mankind have no reconciled Gon to fly to for refuge 
in time of trouble; and ſhould they cry to the Loxp in their diſ- 
treſſes, how juſtly might be anſwer them as he did the Ipor A- 
TROUS Is AELI TEO ee ſaying, Ye have forſaken me, 
* and ſerved other Gods; wherefore I will deliver you no more; 
Go and cry to the Gods which ye have choſen ; let them deliver 
« you in the time of your tribulation.”ff The days of the un- 
godly and unconverted are entirely evil, as being wholly deſtitute 
of divine conſolation, or any comfort that is pure and ſatisfactory 
to the ſoul. Their intervals of joy, amidſt the outward evils of 
their lives, are but as the laughter of the fool, and that is, as Solo- 
mon ſays, like the crackling of thorns under a pot.” tt The 
{ſenſual pleaſures of this world afford not one moment of ſolid 
comfort, that will bear the teſt of ſerious and cool refletion.— 
Theſe are worſe than nothing in reſpect of real felicity. The 
ungodly muſt needs be, of all men and of all creatures upon 
earth, the moſt miſerable under the diſtreſſes of life, becauſe their 
cloud is dark on every fide. Having no faith to penetrate, or look 
through it, they cannot ſpy one gleam of light, while they conti- 
nue as they are, without any diſpoſition 20, or notion /, humi- 
liation for their deplorable fate, fins, and offences. 

Ir has been obſerved that there is a light ſide to the cloud of 
good men in this ſorrowful life; but there is no ſuch thing to the 
cloud of other people; the cloud of the ungadly is all dark and 


_ diſmal, iaſide and outfide, They are neither ſupparted in the beſt 
manner under affliction, nor have they any reaſon to hope for de- 


liverance out of them, while they perſiſt in their impenitent ſtate. 
C 2 And 


Acts xxvi. 14. J Self. murder. & Lam. iii. 39, Job. v. 6. 8. ** Pi. lviii, 
21 1. ++ Judges x. 13, 14. Jr Ecclef, vi. 6, 
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( 14 ] 
And when they think on death they have, alas ! no grounds for 
expecting any relief from that moſt certain event; for, whatever 
they may imagine, death will be ſo far from relieving them, that 
it will tranſmit them into greater darkneſs and miſery than they 
have ever Known in this world; even to the fire that is never 
quenched, and where they will feel a worm preying upon the 


vitats of their ſouls, without intermiſſion, for ever and ever! 
O that careleſs ſinners would now conſider theſe things, be awaken'd 


by the terrors of the Lox p, and the inevitable conſequences of final 
diſobedience to the goſpel of CHñRIS TH! O that the ungodly would 
quickly ſtand ftill, ſeriouſly reflect, be ſolicitous to flee from the 
wrath to come, and, in the diligent 'uſe of the means of grace, 
come to CHR Is by a living faith for reſt and ſalvation to their ſouls. 
3. FRoM the words of my text, and the hi/fory of Jacob, we 
may obſerve what an excellent grace is humility, and how bad is 
that evil of our nature which is oppoſite to it his is no leſs odi- 
cus, and dangerous to the ſoul, than at is amiable and ſafe. — 
The character and manner of Jacob, on this and other occaſions, 
are worthy our notice. It is recorded that “ Jacob was a plain 
% man, dwelling in tents;““ which character implies a diſtinguiſhed 


degree of humility, as well as integrity and honeſty. He had the 


properties of a real gentleman ; and ſo has every ſincere chriſtian : 
Every truly pious man is in his degree a gentleman, tho? not ſuch a 
gentleman as the world calls /. To be a gentleman, in the ſenſe 
of the world, it is requiſite to be a man of fortune. But it is true 
religion, where it takes hold of the heart, that makes the 
beſt kind of a gentleman : It is this makes a real chriſtian, whoſe 
properties are to be gentle, humble, honeſt, and ſincere, eaſy to 
be entreated, fruitful in holineſs and obedience to Gop, and 
in beneficence to men according to his ability. Theſe, divine 
revelation aſſigns as the qualities of the wiſdom that is from 
« above,” + or true religion; and they are in ſome good degree the 


qualities of every real chriſtian and of every truly chriſtian gentleman. 


Ix alluſion to the above character given of Jacob, our Saviour 


| ſaid of Nathaniel, as he was walking towards him, „ Behold an 


* [jraclite indeed, in whom is no guile;“ t which is as much as 
to fay. that Nathaniel was an eminently fincere man, remarkably 


free trom deceit and duplicity of heart; he was what he appeared 


to be, and like a little child in reſpe& to freedom from malice, 
guile, and pride. Where Jacob is ſaid to have been a plain man, 
the griginal words || ſignify a perfect or /incere man, as godly ſincerity 
was the perfection of good men under the old, fo it is ſtill under 
the new Teſtament. This chriſtian perfection admits of degrees; 
and good men are more or leſs perfe in proportion to the degree 


of their ſincerity. Sincerity may properly be called perfection, be- 
cauſe it denotes integral parts, or the whole of a perſon or thing. 


So, ſincerity is a property of every part of the zeav creature, or 


the zew man; it is a property of every grace that is eſſential to 
the real chriſtian. His love is ſincere love—his faith is fincere 
faith—his repentance is ſincere repentance—his obedience is fin- 


cere 
* Gen, xxv. 27. + Jam, iii. 17. I John i. 47, | QN N. | 
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[ 215 J 
cere obedience, In ſhort, the true believer, or one that is a 
thriftian in deed, is ſincere in every part; and s1nCeRE, as contra- 


diſtinguiſhed from counterfeit or ſpurious, is applicable to each of 


the graces that conſtitute him a regenerate child of Gop, and a 
living member of Chrift. 8 1 

Hence we may truly obſerve that our patriarch was a very 
humble, as well as a fincere, honourable man. There was a 
beautiful proportion thro' the whole of his character; he was 
eminently humble as well as remarkably ſincere ; he was a man not 
of this world; he was of a ſpirit very different from that of the 
world; he did not affect polite airs, nor in any wiſe to look big 
in the eyes of men. I imagine that his manner would not have 
ſuited the taſte of the preſent age, tho? his wealth might be a de- 
fence to him from the inſults and injuries which poor men are 
liable zo from the world. However, he had the genuine qualities 
of a truly religious gentleman 5; he was without affectation, and 
fencere in oppoſition to hypocriſy 3; his words and actions were the 


index of his thoughts, and the language of truth; he was an 
honeſt man; he always meant well; he was punctual and ſtrictly 
fair in his dealings, religiouſly adhering to the grand rule of 
equity, ever doing to others as he would have them to do to him; 
he preferred the true delights of ſolitude and retirement before all 
the pretended pleaſures of the buſy and noiſy ſcenes of life; he 
dwelt not in palaces, but in tents, not in ſtately houſes, but in 
mean humble habitations; and his behaviour before the King of 
Egypt was agreeable to the account given of him: He carried 


| himſelf on that occaſion with that decorum, ſedateneſs, ſoberneſs 


and truth, which became one that knew Gop, himſelf, and the 
world. He knew how to addreſs the potentates of the earth, at a 
proper diſtance. He knew that MajesTy ought to be approached 
with great deference and regard. Jacob had a juſt ſenſe of the 
reſpect that is due to the order of Providence, and of the differ- 
ence which it had made between his ſituation in life and that of 
Pharaoh; and which he properly acknowledged in his deportment 
before him. He rendered to him due honeur, * | | 
Bur what is beſt of all, Jacob was truly humble towards Gov. 
He knew how to addreſs the King of Kings, and the Maker of 
Heaven and Earth, with a deep ſenſe of the awful and infinite 
diſtance between a ſinful worm and his Great Creator. Jacob's 
knowledge of himſelf and the world was ſanctified by religion, 
and his intimate acquaintance with Gop, and was the fruit of his 
ſanQifying knowledge of Him. His humility towards Gop is 
expreſſed in that never to be forgotten Addrefſs, which he made to 
Him when he laboured under painful apprehenſions, and extreme 
dread of his brother Eau. O Gop of my father Abraham, and 
© God of. my father /aac, the Log D which ſaidſt unto me, return 
* unto thy country and unto thy kindred, and I will deal well with 
„ thee : I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of 
« all the truth, which thou haſt ſhewn unto thy ſervant.” + They 
| en Fe | who 
Rom. xiii. 7. ＋ Cen. xxxii. 9, 10. | 


( 16 } 


who are right humble, are humble towards Gop and men; and 
their humility is founded on faith, and the knowledge of Gop + 


and themſelves. 


Tae evil oppoſite to humility is pride, which is rooted in our 
nature fince the fall, and derived into it from the old ſerpent, by 
thoſe ſtratagems our firſt parents loſt their ianocence and their Bap- 
Zine/s in one moment, and involved themſelves and their poſterity 
in a ſtate of fin and miſery, by eating of the forbidden fruit, which 
good and evil.” * Pride 


grew upon the tree of knowledge of 
is a feature of the Devil, whatever it's object or motive may be; 
it therefore behoves both young and old to beware of it in ev 


ſhape and form, even as they would of Him, from whom it is derived 
into human nature. The ſeat of this plague is in the inner man 


of the heart; but it diſcovers itſelf in various ways in the life and 
actions of the outward man. Humility is acceptable to Gop and 
men, but pride is abom:rable to both. It is written that «© Gop 


ce refiſteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble: + That 
3s, he delighteth in giving more grace unto ſuch as are humble, 


Pride, where it habitually rezgns, is incompatible with a pre/err tate 
of ſalvation, and, unleſs it be mortified and ſubdued by divine grace, 


twill fink the ſoul into everlaſting miſery. —Some people take pride 
indreſſing and fine cloaths — ſome are proud of their riches—ſome, of 


the advantages of youth; nor is old 
of our fallen nature. But, perhaps, 


e free from this inherent evil 
e worſt and moſt miſchievous 


ſort of natural pride is the pride of power, gifts, parts and learn- 


ing, which puffeth up the mind, and ſpoils theſe advantages, if 


it be not balanced, and ſubdued in the poſſeſſors of them by the 
efficacy of divine grace. Theſe things are advantageous and 
uſeful, if they be ſanctified by true religion, and accompanied 


with ſerious and real piety in the inward man; el/e, it may be ob- 


ſerved, in too many inſtances, that men of power, abilities and 
learning, carry with them a proud ſpirit, and a peculiar ſcornful 
diſdain and neglect of other people, who are deſtitute of thoſe 
advantages; and which, tho' it be no diſparagement to abilities 
and learning abſtractedly conſidered, indicates the pernicious abuſe 
to which they are ſubject, when they are not united with the life 


and power of godlineſs in the heart: And it is by reaſon of the ex- 


cellence of theſe advantages, that the corruption of our nature, 
which perverts them, is peculiarly aggravated and baneful. But 
here, at the ſame time, 1t may be obſerved how much more ex- 
cellent is vital religion, and the renewing grace of God, than 
learning or any human accompliſhments, True religion is of the 
nature of love; one drachm of which is better than a pound of 
learning without divine knowledge, and the love of Gop and 
mankind ſhed abroad in the heart. Hence the knowing and 
learned Apoſtle ſays © knowledge puffeth up, but Love (as the 
original word t ought to be rendered) edifieth.” A ſpirit of love 
is the ſpirit of CHRIST, and it is received by men in the new 

| birth 
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birth that is from above: And ** this (as a great writer and a holy 

learned Divine * obſerves) “ muſt as really live and breathe in 

you, as it did in Jesvs CHRIST, or all exhortations to do as 
&« he did, and to walk as he walked, are but in vain, The na- 

ee tural man is in full ſeparation from this eſſential principle of a 


holy life: And tho' he had more wiſdom of words, and more 


« depth of literature, than was in Crcero or ARISTOTLE, yet 
« would he have as much to die to as the groffeſt publican, or 
« yaineſt phariſee, before he could be in CHI a new creature; 
« for the higheſt improved natural abilities can as well aſcend 
« into Heaven, or cloathe fleſh and blood with immortality, as 
% make a man like-minded with CHRIST in any one divine virtue. 


% The piercing critic (who is void of the victorious influence of 


ce divine grace in his heart) may and naturally will grow in pride, 
« as faſt as his ſkill in words diſcovers itſelf, And every kind of 
„ knowledge that ſhews the /cholar, the orator, the diſputer, the 
& commentator, the hifforian, his own powers and abilities, ate the 
« ſame temptation to him that Eve had from the ſerpent, and he 
e will get no more good, by the love and reliſh of ſuch a know- 
« ledge, ¶ he is not conſtrained by the louie of Chriſt) than ſhe got 
« by her love of the tree, that was ſo deſirable to make one wife.” 
Give human learning and abilities their due, but have a care of 
fetting either of them upon a par with the love of Gop ſhed 
abroad in the ſoul, and that ſpiritua] knowledge of CHRIS that 
ever ſtands in inſeparable connection with it, and which can be 
taught and written in the heart only by the ſpirit of Gop, This 
3 divine knowledge, becauſe it is received not from man, but 
from Gop. This is properly chriftian learning, whoſe paſſæſſors are 
let into the Sanctum Sanctorum, the Holy of Holies, whereof that 
part of the Jewiſh temple ſo called was but the Hype or fbadow. 
This learning deſcends deep, and aſeends high; it is ſo deep as 
to ſee the nothingneſs of man, and ſo high as to know that Gop 
is all and in all; that He is the chief good of his intelligent 
Nor does it beget any thing in man, but that which 
was begotten in the Apoſtle Paul, when he cried out to the learned 
Corinthians, „I determined to know nothing among you, ſave 
« Jesvs CRHNIST, and Him crucified ;” + And to the Galatians, 
«© God forbid that I ſhould glory in any thing but the eroſs of our 
„Lord Jesus CurisT.” f Would Tators induftrionfly point out 
to their Students (whom they have the care of educating with a 
view to the geſpel miniſtry) the depth of the fall, and the glory of 
the redemption, in reference to time and eternity; would they 
carefully ſhew them that the glory of the recovery is as great as 
the evil and ignominy of the fall, and that it infinitely tranſcends 
our conceptions ; would they frequently remind them of the uni- 
verſal depravity of our nature, of the natural and moral weakneſs 
of the fallen creature on one hand, and the glory of the Re- 


deemer's 


The late Rev. Mr, WM, Law; his Letters, pages 119, 187. Þ I, Cor. ii. 2. 
I Gal, vi. 14. | 
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deemer's perſon, and the unſearchable riches and freeneſs of his 
grace on the other; would 7 ors inculcate theſe truths of revela- 


tion upon their pupils, and withal the conſequence and neceſſity 


of having and cultivating a ſpirit of faith, repentance, faſting and 
prayer, and of being thus deepened in the chriſtian life; would they 
urge to them the importance and abſolute neceſſity of a ſerious 


inward religion; of having the kingdom of Heaven begun and 


advanced within them; would they narrowly obſerve their ſpirits, 
natural tempers and inclinations, as capital intereſting points, that 
2 8 peculiar attention and ſuitable application, and earneſtly 


exhort them by all means to imbibe the holy tempers of IER SuS, 


and to learn of Him to be meek and lowly in heart, * as well as ſober 
and holy in life: Would Tutors alſo diſplay to their young men in- 
tended for the Miniſtry, the various inward and outward dealings of 
_ Gop with the ſouls that are ſaved; ſtrive to impreſs upon them a ſenſe 
of the utility and neceſſity of an experimental, cloſe, ſearching, ſpiri- 
tual way of preaching, and give them ſpecimens of it 1n frequent 
diſcourſes addreſſed to their hearts and conſctences. I cannot but 
think that ſuch a procedure would, thro” the bleſſing of Gop, be 
vaſtly more conducive to the grand end which the Teacher and his 
Pupils ſhould always keep in view, than reading to them lectures 
upon the ab/tru/itics of mathematics and philoſophy, which are vain, 
empty, and unprofitable ſtudies, in compariſon of the great things 
of Gop and ſpiritual chriſtianity, which are eſſentially neceſſary 
to produce ** Scribes properly inſtructed to the kingdom of 
Heaven,” + and able, ſpiritual, uſeful miniſters of the new teſ- 
tament. } But, to return from this pardonable digreſſion, old 
people ſhould look to themſelves, that they be not proud of a 
multitude of years, and of their hoary hairs, which demand rewe- 
rence from young perſons ; eſpecially when they are found in 
« the way of righteouſneſs.” And the aged, ſhould reflect that 
the hoary head 18 a crown of glory, only when it is found in that 
way, & with which reigning pride cannot conſiſt ; and that thoſe 
who live longeſt now do not attain to the age of Jacob, and much 
leſs to the days of his fathers, Jaac, Abraham and Terah. Perſons 
of abilities and learning ought to maintain a conſtant jealouſy of 
the pride of their nature, for the reaſons already mentioned. And 
as young people are in greater danger of cheriſhing this inbred foe 
to Gop and themſelves than old men, it ſtands them in hand to 
take the more heed to themſelves, that they be not. proud of the 
advantages of youth. You cannot reſiſt the pride of your nature 
too carefully ; with this view you had need watch, pray, and faſt 
often, that you may, after the example of St. Paul. keep under 
« your body, and bring it into, and keep it iz ſubjection“ || to the 
law of Go, and the dictates of a renewed mind. Take heed to 
yourſelves that you be not proud of your ſtrength, nor of your 
beauty; ſeeing you know not how ſoon Gop © will make your 
„ ſtrength and your beauty to conſume like a moth ; for verily 

«6 every 


* Mat, xi. 29. + Ch, xiii, 52. 7 II. Cor. iii. 6, & Prov, xvi. 31. I. Cor. g, 27. 
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every man, at his beſt ftate, is altogether vanity.“ All fleſh is 
« as grafs, and all the glory of man as the flower of the grafs: 
„The graſs is foon withered, and the flower thereof is fallen off. 
As the flower of the graſs, the rich as well as the poor, and the 
. young as well as the old man ſhall paſs away. For no fooner is 
« the ſun rifen with a ſcorching heat but the graſs is dried up, and 
« the flower of it fallen off, and the beauty of its ferm f is pe- 
66 riſhed. F. 1 n B 55 5 5 L E. ; >a Wy 1 
= Faro theſe and many other paſſages of ſeripture to the ſame 
Wpurpoſe, | as well as from daily experience and obſervation, we 
ee how: frail is human life, and how ill it becomes mankind, in 
ny ſtage of it, to be proud of any thing they have, or are: For 
whatever our talents or advantages may be, we are but ſtewards 
over them, and we know not how foon we ſhall be ſummoned to 
aeliver up our accounts to our great Lo o and Maſter! Whatever 
Poſſeſſions we have, they are but bororwed now, to be paid anon with 
All fin is deceitful, but pride is exceedingly ſo, and no leſs dan- 
erous! It is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the original fin which has ruined 
Ppoth men and Angels. It is common to all mankind ; it is an i- 
lanuating favelling diſorder; it puffeth up the mind upon every oc- 
aſion, and mixeth with all our actions; it is predominant in the 
pnconverted part of mankind, which, it is to be feared, 1s the 
greater part of them. There is more or leſs of it even in good 
people, who are renewed, in ſome good meaſure, in the ſpirit of 
their minds, by divine grace. It often tarniſheth their beſt per- 
tormances, and is very detrimental to their /p:rizual intereſt, if 
they do not take great care to pray and watch againſt it; or to 
humble themſelves profoundly in the duſt at Jesvs's feet, for the 
Inroads of it, when they have ſlackened the reins of ſelf-vigilance ; 
r been remiſs in reſiſting the motions of this enemy of their ſouls. 
t may be further obſerved, under this head, that, of all pride, 
Piritual pride, or pride cheriſhed on account of any ſuppoſed ſu- 
Epertor ſpiritual gifts, graces, and experiences, is the worſt, the 
moſt odious to Gop, and moſt hurtful to the ſoul in whom it pre- 
ails. The reigning power of it is fatal, and will involve the foul 
In eternal deſtruction, if it be not mortified and ſubdued by the 


a 2 


power of the divine ſpirit. 

Pap is a Demon that does not ordinarily go out of the ſoul, 
without carneſt prayer, humiliation and faſting. The allowed 
Whabitual prevalence of it can no more conſiſt with true and ſaving 
race, than a man can be a ſervant of God and the Devil at the 
ſame time. Such is the nature of pride, that it commonly makes 
people more apt to reſent the imputation of the want of ſenſe than 
Hany thing elſe; and to imagine they are highly affronted, and 
greatly injured, when they are called Fools, or charged with 
want of underitanding ; though 7% are in truth the greateſt fools 
in the world, avhbo live under the power of pride, or any evil 
Stemper. | * 

= | „ | I nan 
_ * Pf. xxxix. 5. I. Pet. i. 24. 1 So ſhould the original word iel 
1 have been rendered. & Jam, i. 10, 11, Pf, ciii, 15. Job xiv. 2. Jam. iv. 4. 
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T 14D no perſonal acquaintance with the man, whoſe death 
was the occaſion of this diſcourſe, long before his deceaſe ; tho' 
he knew me near thirty years ago, and had heard me at Newpor: i 
and elſewhere. —I converſed with him with much ſatisfaction ſeveral 
times ſince he made himſelf known to me. I ſeldom met with a 
perſon whoſe ſpirit and manner I liked better; he ſeemed to un- 
derſtand himſelf, and ſerious and true religion, better than many 
I have known, who made a greater ſhow, and were much more 
regarded by the world than he was, who lived deſpiſed, and un- 
noticed amidſt the ob/curity and difficulties of poverty.—I had a 
long intimate converſation with him, when I viſited him in his 
laſt illneſs. When I ſat down by him, he quickly told me that he 
was under the laſt diſpenſation of divine Providence, reſpeting 
himſelf in this life, and that he ſhould ſoon launch into the 
boundleſs ocean of eternity. It affected me much to obſerve the 


humble ſtedfaſt confidence wherewith he ſpoke of his approaching 


change; and the ſcene was ſolemn and moving! He then deſired 


me (if I could conveniently) to accompany his remains to the grave ; 


and alſo requeſted me to deliver a diſcourſe from this ſubje&, in 
conſequence of his death, at my leiſure. He ſaid that he had 

already ſignified theſe deſires to a friend, who was to communicate 
them to me in due time; and moreover his deſire to have a ſer- 
mon preached by another miniſter on the ſame occaſion, at the 
Baptift-Meeting at Wotton, to which he belonged, from Eccleſ. xii. 1 


I. Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 


<< the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 


« ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them.” —Tho' he was no more 


than about forty years of age when he died, he had been a very 


unhealthy man moſt part of his time; and laboured under a com- 
plication of bodily diſorders (whereof he died) for ſeveral years. 

He told me with an air of ſincerity that in deſiring me to preach 
a funeral diſcourſe for him, it was moſt remote from his thoughts 
to deſire the applauſe of men, and that he propoſed only the good 
of his ſurviving neighbours ; with which view he mentioned ſeveral 
obſervations and hints of advice, which he thought proper to be 
offered to your attention on this occaſion ; and which I ſhall deliver 
to you in my own words, but in the ſame ſpirit of love and con- 
cern for your ſpiritual welfare, with which they were imparted 
to me by our dying friend. When I aſked him whether he would 
have me preach his funeral ſermon at Newport, or (in his neigh- 
bourhood) at Joan PEREINS's, at Fort-hay, where I officiate ge- 
nerally once a month on Lorp's day evenings; he anſwered, 


„O, at Joun PERKINs's houſe;” adding theſe words, «* I am - i 


« much concerned for the intereſt of religion in that little, poor, 

« deſpiſed place.” 
He ſhewed me that he was ſorry that he had not at all obeyed 
his Redeemer's dying command, viz. No this in remembrance 
of me;”* and confeſſed that he ought to have given himſelf 
eto the Lord, and unto his people, according to his will.“ T He 
| | | knew 
* I, Cor. ii. 24. 25. II. Cor. viii. 5. | 
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& new better than to lay undue ſtreſs on outward ordinances ; he 
eell knew that no inſtrumental duties of religion are to be ſub- 
Wituted to Jesus CHRIST, or to be made a Saviour of; never- 


9 


5 


nich he deſigned to impart thereby. Hence he deſired me to 
prove yourſelves in all things to be obedient to the goſpel of 
aslsr, not to follow his example in the omiſſion of any chriſtian 
ZWuty ; and to exhort you to give your hearts and hands quickly to 


Ihe Loxp, at his holy table; joining in the bonds of church- 
Fommunion, with ſome religious ſociety, which appear to you 


"8 it, was the poverty and difficulties of 


o be ſincere, humble, ſerious chriſtians. 
3 Hz told me it was his defire and purpoſe to have done this long 
ego, and intimared at the ſame time, that his apology (which he 
ould not uf) for not doing 11 . 
bis outward circumſtances, which he feared would have diſtracted 
is thoughts at the Lox »'s table, and hindered him to be a worthy 
nd profitable partaker of the ſacrament of Jesus's body and 


12 
x 


ſer- plood. He alſo acknowledged that Gop might juſtly aMi& him 
the bor his /n, of omi//ion; but that, nevertheleſs, he was enabled to 
X11. gelieve that he would not caſt him off, nor utterly take his loving 
hile Kindneſs from him; but that his ſoul ſhould find favour in his 
hou ght; and that he ſhould ſoon “ receive the mercy of the Lord 
ore e Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life“: and I have been informed 
ery" "ance, that he was enabled to hold faſt his confidence in the mercy 
M+ f Gon, and the free grace of Jesus CHAT to the laſt; and that 
. k e ſpoke the following words, but a few hours before he died; 
ac 
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1 ſhall po preſently to a brave place.” Yet notwithſtanding his 
Keady confidence in the divine favour, thro' a mediator, he could not 
But condemn himſelf; and his reſolution was ſuch as became a /elf- 
rondemning ſinner, that did truly regret his omiſſions, for he ſaid, if it 
ſhould pleaſe Gop to ſpare and reftore him to his wonted ſtate of 
mealth, which at the beſt was a very poor one, he purpoſed to give 
obedience to Jesus CHRIST, by doing thoſe things which he had 
Weft undone: And I aſſured him that I. would, for my part, re- 
uind him of his vows, if he and I did live: and this I promiſed 
to do, becauſe I ſtill do, as I always did, believe it to be the duty 
and intereſt of every real chriſtian, to become a complete member 
ſof the viſible church of Gop, in order to ferve and glorify him 
in the beſt manner in this life; to be the more ſtrong in grace and 
comfort Here; and to be made the more meet and fit for an abun- 
dant entrance into his everlaſting kingdom hereafter. 

Non dol think the worſe of your late neighbour's /p:ritual fate 
for confeſſing and lamenting his fins of omiſſion; — for ſome of 
the beſt of chriſtians have diſcovered the ſame diſpoſition in regard 
to ſuch ſins. Lord forgive me my ſins of omiſſion,” was the 
dying prayer of good Archbiſhop USsHRER, who was ae/ervedly no 
| | | D 2 | leſs 
-* Jude 21. | 
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of the goſpel; but our friend was perſuaded it is not ſo; and that to 
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leſs renoabned for his ſerious and primitive piety, than for his excellent, 
rare, and ancient learning. | | 1 
I covLD have freely baptiſed our deceaſed friend by /preniling, 
when TI viſited-him, and alſo adminiſtered the Loxo's ſupper to 
him, with pleafing and fervent devotion : But I did not offer to do i 


either, becauſe 


or any terrifying apprehenſions concerning his future ſtate: He 
was confident that his Redeemer liveth, nor was the enemy per- 
mitted to invade his tranquility. Yet I cannot but think, that he 
would have been ftill comforted and refreſhed with peculiar advan- 


tage, thro? his whole laſt illneſs, by means of baptiſm and the other | 9 
ſacrament of his Redeemer's body and blood, accompanied with 


the bleſſing of him who hath ordained them to be helps to the faith, 


comfort, and holineſs of his people; if he had been at liberty to 7M 


partake of them. | 
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found he was immoveably fixed in his opinion, 
that immerſion is an eſſential mode of baptiſm; nevertheleſs he ex- 2 
preſſed a chriſtian eſteem and affection for all good men, who dif- 1 
fer from him in their way of thinking concerning the /aëijects and 
mode of baptiſm. He had a right to think for himſelf; but I am 
- perſuaded that had the principles of his education permitted him 
to receive the /acraments even then, he would have found the 
grace of Gop ſweetly ſtirred up by thoſe ſcriptural means in his 


ſoul ; he was, indeed, quite free from legal bondage, ſervile fear, 
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Our deceaſed neighbour expreſſed his thoughts freely of nen and 
meaſures, which are concerned at this time in the conduct of religion. 


He deſired me to tell you that he had been ſteady in his adherence to 


a go/pel-miniftry, and a real affectionate eſteemer of all ſuch miniſ- =, 


ters as appeared to him to have learned of Jesus CRHRIStH to be /c- 
rious and real chriſtians ; and ſuch miniſters of divers denominations, 


he acknowledged there are, who have been taught of God. The | 


Load increaſe the number of ſuch miniſters, among all ſorts of | 
profeſſing chriſtians. Thoſe words of our Saviour in Matth. ix. 


37, 38. are no leſs really applicable in our days, than when he 
ſpoke them, the harveſt truly is plenteous, but the (faithful) 
„ labourers are few: It concerns us therefore to pray the Lord 


of the harveſt that he would ſend (or as the original word“ im- 


« ports, rut forth labourers into his harveſt.* And the word 


here is remarkably ſignificant and expreſſive; — for the miniſtry of 2 


the goſpel, is (as a learned annotator ſays) «© an employ not at all 
e pleaſing to fleſh and blood: So full of reproach, labour, danger, 
« and temptation of every kind, that nature may well be averſe 
to it; thoſe who never elt this, never yet knew what it is to be 
& labourers in CHRIST 's harveſt.” + 

It is to be wiſhed that the chriſtian and the miniſter were always 
united in every one that taketh upon him the office and miniſtration 


be a real chriſtian is a great thing, a greater than is commonly 
imagined, and greater than any can effect but the great Goo, 
whoſe power alone is adequate to the 2% as well as the o cre- 
ation: And in every real chriſtian there is a zeav creation (not 2 

| creation 
® inc, + The Rev. Mr. Weſley's Explanatory Notes on Mat. ix. 37. 38. 
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reation of zew faculties, but of new qualities) ; for it is written c if 
5 Any one be in Chriſt, here is a new creation “;“ i. e. in his heart: 
Und it is ſo ſtiled by reaſon of the greatneſs and extent of the 
% hange that 1s made by divine grace in regeneration and converſion. 
ience the learned Divine juſt referred to ſays, that only the 
power that makes a world, can make a chriſtian. And when he 
is ſo made, the old things are paſſed away even as ſnow in ſpring, 
. and behold all things are become new ; his whole tenor of action 
and converſation is new, and he lives as it were in a new world: 
God, men, and the whole creation, Heaven, Earth, and all 
c therein, appear in a new light; and ſtand related to him in a 
=: new manner, ſince he was created anew in Chriſt Jeſus .“ 

XZ Ove departed friend knew, that in order to be a proper and 
eal miniſter of J=zsus CHRIST, it is neceſſary for one to be a 
eal chriſtian ; and that he not only preach ſound doctrine, but 
nat he have alſo a tender conſcience, and not ſuch a licentious 
ne as will “ ſtrain at a gnat, and ſwallow a camel,“ as the blind 


leaders of our Saviour's time would dof; and that it is allo re- 
"KHviſite that he ſhould know himſelf in ſome good meaſure, and 
eſemble his divine maſter in a ſpirit of humility, ſelf-denial, zeal 
or Gov's glory, and the great things of chriſtianity ; and in love 


Jo ſouls, devotion and condeſcenſion to perſons of low eſtate. 
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phence it may be obſerved, without breach of truth or charity, 
and phat when the whole chriſtian world come to be weighed in the 
ion. Falance of the Sanctuary, and tried by the touchſtone of the written 
e to ord, it is to be feared the number of the truly faithful in the mini 
nif- u, will be found to have been proportionably no greater than that 
e /e- pf the upright ſpiritual worſhippers of Gop among the /azzy. 


ons, A Man may even preach the doctrine of CHRIST, and yet 
The it the ſame time be quite void of the renewing power and grace 
s of f Gop in his heart, This indeed is a no leſs awful than 7 
ix. emark. It is very deſirable to have a ſound head in divine 
| he hings: Nevertheleſs a head that is wrong in divers religious 
ful) points controverted by good men, may be connected with an 
,ord honeſt and good heart, and a right ſpirit, which is a much better 
im- aſc than the reverſe; or a ſound head join'd with a bad heart and 
ord wrong ſpirit. It is therefore a moſt intereſting and eſſential 
7 of Foncern of both miniſters and other people, to look to themſelves, 
all hat they be renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, whatever quali- 
ger, cations they may otherwiſe have. A profeſſor of religion, and 
erſe even a miniſter of it, may have an orthodox head, and other glar- 
be ing outward pretenſions with reſpect to dreſs and addreſs, clever- 
meſs, elocution, human literature, fortune, and ſuch like; and at 
ays the ſame time be of a haughty, proud, contemptuous ſpirit, a 
tion Neſpiſer of thoſe that are good, and a perſecutor as far as may lie 
{to in his power; and of conſequence have no more of a Chriftian 
nly pat the mere name. Our friend obſerved; that human learning is 
0D, pompous pretenſion in the efimation of the world, and that it is 
Tre- pr nomental, and an x/eful ſervant to religion, when employed under 
t a ie direction; elſe he thought it to be Hurtful. The abuſe of 
ion = 3 ; literature 
38. F «29 , II. Cor. v. 17 I Explanatory Notes upon II. Cor. v. 17. 


Mat. xxili. 24. 
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literature is pernicious to themſelves and others, when the poſſeſſors 
of it have not grace enough to mortify the corruption of nature, 
to prevent them from being proud of their learning, and from 
deſpiſing others who have not that advantage. It was the ſenſe 
of our late friend, that whatever outward advantages a miniſter 
may have, aud that tho' he ſhould preach the letter of the goſpel, 
yet is he but a blind leader it he be not converted, and become 
« as a little child in the ſpirit of his mind *;” that thoſe who fol- 


low him without di/cernment and caution, muſts needs be alſo blind; 


and that ſuch a leader will be likely to deſtroy more ſouls by his 
ſpirit and converſation, than he will ever ſave by his doctrine. 


As cautions of this kind are ſcarce ever unſeaſonable, becauſe - | 


they are always neceſſary to be attended to, by ſuch as need to 
become like little children, and to be ſtill further renewed in the ſpirit 
of their mind: Hence I am perſuaded my own heart will not re- 
proach me either living or dying, nor will any good people, who 
are duly ſenſible of the moment of the ſubjet, blame me for 
taking liberty on this occaſion to bear my teſtimony againſt the 
indulgence of evil tempers. This is bad in all ſorts of profeſſors ; 
but in teachers of religion, it is attended with the greateſt aggra- 
vations, and worſt conſequences. 
Ir muſt be acknowledged that there is a great difference in the 
natural ſpirits and tempers of mankind ; and tho' religion does 
not eradicate, or completely deſtroy them; in the mean time, it is 
its buſineſs to correct the evil tempers, and to meliorate and 
mend the ſpirits of its ſubjects; and it will certainly do , in ſome 
prevailing good meaſure, where it takes hold of the heart. The 
dominion at leaſt of every evil temper is demoliſhed in the true 
cordial believers of the goſpel ; a had ſpirit ſhall not bear rule in 
any real chriſtian, —_ ; 
An habitually high, ſcornful, invidious, negleQing, oppoſing 
ſpirit is poz/on, and the moſt dangerous kind of poiſon : It is more 
dangerous as to the final iſſues of it, and there is reaſon to ap- 
prehend that it is more frequently fatal to ſouls than even noto- 
rious ſcandalous ſins: While theſe ſlay their thoy/ands, evil tempers, 
ſuch as pride, vain-glory, malice, envy, party-ſpirit, bigotry, &c. 
may lay their ten zhou/ands : and notorious ſcandalous finners may 
be ſaid to go into the kingdom of Heaven before thoſe who live in 
evil tempers, becauſe the former are, generally ſpeaking, not ſo 
hard to be convinced of the evil and dangerous conſequence of 
their fins, as the latter: Hence we find our Loxpd CRHRISSͤHœ thus 
ſpeaking to the Chief Prieſts and the Elders of the Jews in the 
Temple: Verily I ſay unto you, that the Publicans and the 
«« Harlots go into the kingdom of Gop before you.“ A reign- 
ing ſpirit of pride, envy, ſcorn, oppoſition, and ſuch like quali- 
ties of the old ſerpent, is contagious, This appears from that re- 
markable caution of the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, Looking dili- 
« gently, leſt any root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, and 
«© thereby many be defiled t.“ In general any corruption, either 
in doctrine or practice, is “ a root of bitterneſs,” and may pollute 


many: 


* Mat, xviii. 3. + Mat. xxi. 31. 4 Heb, xii, 15. 
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A many: But ſo with an emphaſis is pride, envy, anger, hatred,f 


Is = 
e, groundleſs ſuſpicion, and every temper contrary to love. Theſe 
m are offenſive to Gov, and pernicious to the poſſeſſors of them, and 
ſe the malignant influence of them corrupt others in their minds and 
er manners. Theſe malignant qualities, like gall and awormwood, 
el, MWprout forth from a bitter root of corruption, derived into our 
ne nature from the original already mentioned; and the perſons who 
l- Hare carried away by them are like poiſonous herbs growing in a 
4; garden, which are not only full of deſtructive properties them- 
is elves, but may faint others that are planted near them. | 
—F AcrEEABLY to theſe obſervations, we find the word URN? (uſed 
ſe - WW n Deut. xxix. 18. to which the Apoſtle ſeems but to allude in 
to eb. xii. 15) properly ſignifies an infectious kind of plant, which by 
rit ts influence taints other vegetables that grow near it. 
e- Wx have need to be very careful to reſiſt the firſt beginnings of 
ho Wpoltacy in the ſpirit and temper of our minds, and to converſe as 
or ittle as poſſible with ſuch people as live in a ſpirit of ſelf-will, or 
he ny temper contrary to the love and juſtice which are due to all 
s; Emankind ; becauſe perſons who intimately and frequently commune 
a- with ſuch people, will catch their ſpirit ere they are aware; and 


It will deſtroy their ſouls as effectually as a cancer does the body, 
f they be not convinced in their hearts in due time, of the ſin- 
ulneſs, and dangerous conſequence of it to their everlaſting peace; 


es 

18 d apply for cure to Jesus CHRISTH by faith and prayer; who 1s 

nd pPbyjician of value, and who alone can expel the poiſon ; which in 
Se mean time is continually working death in the vitals of the 

he fhward man. | 

ue Tu Is is the worſt and moſt dangerous kind of poi/on, as was ſug- 


ted before, becauſe natural or proper poiſon makes the perſon, 
at takes it in any conſiderable quantity, ſo ſick as to alarm him, 
d put him upon ſeeking means of relief. But a ſpirit of pride, 
lf- will, ſelf-conceit, and it's concomitant tempers, where it reigns, 
Ja poiſon which (tho' it makes it's ſubjects miſerable in themſelves 
the mean while) deftroys the ſoul inſenfibly. It is ſuch a ſpirit 

leaves the poſſeſſors of it to imagine they are vel! as to their pri- 


rs, : a , 
c. al ſtate, and that there is no danger, while they are in truth ex- 
ay | 4 emely z//, and that of a diſorder which will terminate in the ſe- 
in ond death, and everlaſting miſery, if they be not in due time 


4 Fricked in their hearts for their ſins, and made ſenſible, by the holy 


of Pirit, of the true original, nature and conſequence of the wenem 
jus hich they carry in their boſoms ; and ſeek for healing in the way 

the i fore mentioned, to the Sovereign Phyſician of Souls; by whoſe 

che | * blood alone this, or any other ſpiritual malady, may be 
AY red. | 3 | | 

11. Ir is well known, that it is counted a dangerous ſign which 
re- es apprehenſion of approaching diſſolution - when one is very 
ili- I. and at the ſame time appears not to feel his diſorder. Si- 


ilar to this is the caſe of a perſon who is the ſubject of un- 
= bdued reigning pride, envy, ſcorn, or any other diabolical paſ- 
Pn. A high, ſcornful, envious, oppoſing, deſpiſing, perſecut 
ſpirit is a devilifþ ſpirit, which ſtands in dire& oppoſition 

I Tit. lh, 3. | to 
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to the wiſdom whichsthe Apoſtle James ſays is from above: It is 
a ſad ſoul-diſorder, and a want of the feeling ſenſe of the real ori- 
ginal, guilt and dangerous conſequence of it in a fpiritual view, in 
a miniſter, or any other man, is alſo a zhreatening fymptom ; and a 
fign of an approaching death, that is ten thou/and times more dread- 
ful than the death of the body; even that which is called the - 

cond death, which 1s an eternal ſeparation from the gracious and 
beatific preſence of Gop. „ 

Tus ſituation of ſuch people, as are connected with teachers of 
this ſort of ſpirit is a very unhappy one, and ſuch as makes them 
objects of great pity, whatever outward advantages they may have; 
as no outward advantages can compenſate for the leanne/s and illnęſi, 
which evil tempers, unmortified by divine grace, produce in the 
ſoul ;—a proud oppoſing ſpirit, where it reigns, is a ſpirit of great 
ſelf-blindneſs ; it perverts the judgment, and hinders one to diſ- 
cern the different nature and conſequence of things. —Perſons of 
this ſpirit may know how to conſult their temporal intereft, and 
the preſervation of the outward man, but they have no notion of 
the ſuperior moment, and the indiſpenſable neceſſity of ſecuring the - 
intereſt of their immortal part, and working out their own ſal- 
vation with fear and trembling;” which includes /e/F-pre/erva- 
tion in the higheſt and trueſt ſenſe, and which above all others, moſt 
properly deſerves to be called the i /aw of nature; as is clearly 
ſuggeſted in thoſe ever memorable words of our Saviour, What 
& js a man ene if he ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe 
« his own foul ??” How wiſe ſoever they may otherwiſe be, they 
can have but a very lame notion of /e/f-pre/ervation, who ſuffer 
their ſouls to be ſtarved and loſt, whatever elſe they may gain in 
the mean time, by the gratification either of their diabolical paſ- 

ſions, or ſenſual appetites: an habitually proud, contemptuous, 
deſpiſing ſpirit is founded in the want of ſelf-knowledge ; it is 
ambitious of power and pre-eminence; hence it is commonly a 
ſpirit of party and bigotry, and always of uncharitablene/s, which 
is rather a want of love and good will zo, than an ill opinion of 
other people. . a | 

Tnos k people have on the other hand, a great advantage for 
their ſouls, and are under ſpecial obligations to a thankful im- 
provement of the BLEssINGs they have in their hands; who have 
opportunities of attending on the labours of ſuch Miniſters as not 
only preach the LETTER, but alſo the syIR IT of the goſpel, from 
a feeling ſenſe of the genuine power and efficacy of the truth as 
« it is in Jesvs,” upon their own hearts and ſpirits ; transforming 
their ſouls and tempers into the image of CHRIST; of whom all 
that profeſs to be his diſciples, are bound in duty and intereſt to 
learn to be meek and lowly in heart. He is the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, who hath laid down his life for them, that he might give 
them his holy ſpirit, to make them like unto himſelf, and crown 
them with eternal life and glory. | 

Our Lord ſpake thus, on a certain occaſion, „ to the multi- 
te tude and to his diſciples ; ſaying, The Scribes and Phariſees fit in 
| * Maſes's 


# Jam. ili. 15. 
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& Mofes's Seat : All therefore, whatſoever they bid you, obſerve and do; 


« but do not ye after their works ; for they ſay and do not *.” Ne- 
vertheleſs, our Lok p calls theſe TEACHERs BLIND LEADERS, and 
as ſuch bids his diſciples not to trouble themſelves about them, nor 
be concerned whether they were offended and pleaſed, and much 
leſs to have any intimate connection with them. Let them alone, 
« (ſays he) they be BLIND LEADERs of the blind: For if the 
blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch + ; Which ditch 
is Hell, a deep ditch, out of which there is no redemption. - 
IRIS moment recollect a no leſs jut than awful obſervation, 
which I heard an eminent, learned, and pious Minifter & deliver 
in preaching before an ass0ciaTion of Miniſters, about forty 
years ago, in South-Wales ; vix. that blind unfaithful Miniſters 
« muſt for ever abide the hotteſt flames in Hell.” | 

You will do well to follow your late neighbour in whatever was 
commendable in him. He was ſenſible that perſons of different 
ſocieties and denominations attend on my miniſtry in this place; 
And the chriſtian diſpoſition and ſpirit, of which he ſeemed to 
be poſſeſſed, together with the hints he defired me to offer to your 
ſerious attention on this occaſion, conſtrain me to adviſe you to take 
care that you do not indulge reſpect of perſons, nor the narrowne/s 
of party-ſpirit and bigotry in the proſecution of religion; but ſolicit- 

ouſly pray for a chriſtian diſcerning ſpirit, that, in a temper of be- 
nevolence to all mankind, (which is the eſſential idea of charity) 
you may be able to diſtinguiſh, and chooſe to follow, ſuch as be 
truly chriſtian miniſters, whoſe doctrine, ſpirit, ſelf-denial, ſympa- 
thy with the poor, condeſcenſion to perſons of low degree, and ex- 
emplary converſation, appear to concur to point out the road to 
Heaven, and to direct and further you in the way everlaſting. 

IT was the ſentiment of your friend, that you ſhould not neglect 
to attend on your own re/pefive paſtors, whom you have choſen to 
admoniſn you, to break to you the bread of life, and to pray and 
watch for your ſouls, when they officiate ; and that you may at 
other times, take liberty (as he did himſelf) to embrace opportu- 
nities of hearing any other miniſters whoſe doctrine, ſpirit and 
converſation, appear to be agreeable to the goſpel of CHRIST. 
He ſignified that this had been always his PIN CIPIE.— When he 
communicated his mind to me he ſpoke in the light of death, and 
as a dying man, He was much for having people to keep conſtant 
to the faithful miniſters of their own choice, and to ſtrengthen 
their hands by all proper means, particularly by attending on 
their miniſtrations, and by obeying them in all things in the 
Loxp. Accordingly, the charge to Miniſters (which neceſſarily 
implies the duty of their hearers) is to teach their people to 

e obſerve all things whatſoever Cxr1sT hath commanded themf:“ 
And the people of their care are expreſsly enjoined to“ obey them 
„that have the rule over them, and watch for their ſouls ; || and 
<« to eſteem them very highly in love, for their works — 8 AP. 

HESE 


Mat. xxiii. 1, 2, 3. + Mat. xv. 14. That Father in Chriſt the Rev. Mr. 
Lewis Jones, who lately died at Roſs, in Herefordſhire,' 1 Mat, xxviii. 20. \ 


I Heb, xiii. 17. ** J. Theſſ. v. 13, | 
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Tus remarks remind me of a good obſervation made by the 
preſent ingenious Biſhop of Glece/ter, in a charge which I heard 
him deliver to his Clergy at a TRIENN1AL Viſitation ſome years 
ago. His Lordſhip obſerved, that, among the multitude of 
Teachers of diverſe ſorts and opinions, with which this age is 
diſtinguiſhed, it greatly concerns the LAI T (or the people that 
attend on them) carefully to read the ſcriptures themſelves, and 70 
ſearch the law and the teſtimony; in order to be able to ſee with 
their own eyes whether thoſe things are ſo, and whether 2e 
they hear do eat and act as the oracles of God. f 

To their immortal honour, it is recorded of the people of Berea, 
that they were more noble than thoſe of The//alonica, in that 
«© they ſearched the ſcriptures daily “, that they might know 
whether thoſe things they heard were true, and conſonant to the 
written word. Nor is it but the neceſſary duty and wiſdom of all 
other people that profeſs the religion of Jesvs CHRIST, to imi- 
tate the noble Bereans herein, that they may not be deceived or 


miſled by Novices, or any that are „ unſkilful in the word of 
e righteouſneſs, ? | | | | 


I REMEMBER my learned author, on the fatd occaſion, very 
properly enforced his obſervations and clofed his 4d:/cour/e to his Re- 
derend Audience, with that pious aud devout wifh of the Fewih 
Legiſlator ; viz. Would Gov, that all the Loxp's people were 
«« prophets !”+ And it is indeed to be wiſhed that all forts of peo- 
ple, high and low, rich and poor, from the Prince to the meaneſt 
peaſant, were /o far prophets, and bleſt with ſo much of the ſpirit 
of the Lox 8 as to be able truly to diſcern the /ztene/s or anlike- 


neſs 

* Ads xvii. 11. + Num. ii. 29, | e 

have heard it ſaid, that “real Chriſtians are FR EE-MASONS to one ano- 

*« ther,” I am no FREE-MASON; yet, 1 think, the obſervation is not entirely 
without foundation. When teal Chriſtians come to confer intimately together 
about religion, and to compare notes and experiences, they judge very near 
che matter of one another's ſpiritual ſtate, To allude to Solomon's obſervation, 
as in water face anſwereth to face, ſo does the heart of one true Chriſtian 
to another. Whether FREE-MASONS may be deceived or not by pretenders to 
their brotherhood, I cannot ſay: And tho' real Chriſtiags may be miſtaken in 
each other's ſtate, in conſeque”:ce of intimate mutual converſation concerning 
it: Nevertheleſs, I believe the reverſc is generally the cafe ; the living members 
of Cur 15sT's myſtical hody generally judge aright of each other's relation to and 
intereſt in Hi, upon a cloſ- fincere conference with one another concerning 
their faith and experiences; becauſe all truly chriſtian people are partakers of 
the ſame faith as Cyr1sT: They have alſo deen made to drink into, and they 
are all (at leaſt) in the habit and tenor of life led by the ſame ſpirit of CnR IST. 
Tho' good men are not infallible, yet, as having the ſpirit of Goo in it's en- 
lightening, guiding, and renewing grace, they know incomparably more than 
others concerning true religion, and ſpiritual things: And hence they are better 
known to one another than to the world. They know the people of the world, 
but heſe do not know them: They know the ſpirit, ſtate, and ways of the 
world ; bur the children of this world, (all whoſe happineſs lies in it) tho? 
they know the outward perſons of ſerious real chriſtians, they are quite igno- 
rant of their divine extraction, motives, principles, and privileges: They do 
not know that they are the children of a King ; that they are born azain, and 
made partakers of a divine nature, and that they are begotten unto a lively 
x | hope, 
I. Cor, xu. 13. Þ Gal. v. 18, 
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#e/s of the Miniſters of religion to Jesvs Cnr1sT, in doctrine, 
ſpirit, life and converſation ; and that they would take care to 
follow Miniſters, or any other men in theſe things, no farther than 
they follow their pivine MasTER, who is the Supreme Shepherd 
and Biſhop of Souls, and the Head of his Church. —— “ O zhat 
& all the Miniſters and people of our gojpel-land were wiſe, that they 
« would underſtand this, and conſider /erioz/ly their latter end, 
the future Judgment of the Great Day, and their eternal ſtate !*' 
TRE blindneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees of our Saviour's 


time upon earth conſiſted in ignorance of themſelves and of Him, 


and of the ſpirituality and extent of the divine law ; and withal 
in reſting in external obſervances. Hence, they rejected the ti 
Mess1an that ſhould come, and his everlaſting righeouſneſs ; 
would not have him to rule in, and reign over them, but hated, 
ſpited, and at length maliciouſly crucified and flew the Lok p of 
glory. And I ſpeat it in a ſpirit of real benevolence to all man- 


kind, too $1MILaR to the caſe of thoſe people, is that (I wiſh I 


may not truly ſay) of many profeſſing Chriſtians, who, how well 
ſoever they may be thought of by the world, are but the Scribes 
and Phariſees of our time, Such are all thoſe profeſſors of religion 
of all denominations, whether they be leaders or folloavers, who are 
ſtrangers at home ; ſtrangers to the plague and deceitfulneſs of their 
own hearts, and the various corruptions of their nature as fallen 
creatures.“ They are ſpiritually blind, who live in the darkneſs 
of any ſin, whether inward or outward ; in want of true benevo- 
lence or juſtice to any child of man, or under the dominion of an 
evil temper or paſſion whatſoever. _—— They are blind, be their 
abilities ever ſo great, who live in the violation or breach of the 
golden rule of juſtice, which was admired and practiſed by hea- 
thens, but is too commonly diſregarded by profeſſing chrittians — 
92 They 


hope, “ by the reſurrection of JIESsus CaurisT from the dead; to an inherit- 
& ance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Hea- 
« ven for them who ate kept by the power of Gop, thro' faith unto ſalvation.” 
It may be moreover obſerved here, that the faithful followers of CHRIST have 
the following cHaRAacTERISTICS : — They are apt to thiak better of one ano- 
ther than of themſelves; they hate all fin with irreconcileable hatred, becauſo it 
is odious to Gop, and ↄppoſite to the purity and holineſs of his nature. They 
indulge no vice or iniquity, even in thought, without ſubſequent godly ſorrow 
and regret for it ; and if they fall into fin, they will riſe again by true repent- 
ance. They are ſincere lovers and worſhippers of the Loxp Jesus CurIsT; 
and they love one another affectionately for his ſake. 

ft Thus ſpeaks a FRENCH Divine of the corruption of human nature, — 
« Amyraldus in ea ſententia eſt, ut putet non modo in rebus ſupernaturalibus © que ad 
cuitum divinum pertinent; fed etiam in civilibus, atq; moralibus, corruptionem nature 
heminum, tantam e atg; deploratam, ut fi Devs ſibi permitteret, nemo fit, gui non 
eo nequitie perveniat, ut cum perditiſſimis, alq; profligatiſſimis comparari paſſit. 

Fid. AMYRALD. DECLAR.P. 5. 

I. e. Such is the univerſal px AVI T of the human nature, thro” the fall of 
our firſt parents, that, were it not for the free grace of Gop, which (by re- 
ſtraining or renewing, or both) makes the difference, all mankind would he 
not only alike pr RAT O in religious principle and practice, but alſo equally 
corrupt and profligate in their morals, and all manner of converſation, 
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They are blind, tho? they were Latin, Greek, and Hebrew Scholart, 
who are carried by ſelf-will, ſelf-intereſt, or any irregular appetite 
or paſſion, to ſtrive to make black look white, or white look black. 
How blind is corrupt nature when not renewed or reſtrained by 
divine grace ! Nothing but ſome inexcuſable corruption can make 
any to incur the woe denounced by the prophet 1/aiah againſt thoſe 
„that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkneſs for light, 
and light for darkneſs ; that put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for 
„ bitter; and that are wiſe in their own conceit, and prudent in 
« their own fight F$.” The woeful ftate of ſuch people as theſe 
is founded in 1 and want of a diſcerning sENSE, and 
inſight in ſpiritual things, in hing that accompany ſalvation. They 
are blind, whether they be preachers or hearers, or whatever their 
outward circumſtances are, who are inſenſible of the depth of the 
fall, and of the breadth and length, the extent and ſpirituality of 
Gop's law. Theſe are alſo /p:ritually blind, as of conſequence 
they are ignorant of the neceſſity and glory of the reatemer, and un- 
experienced 1n the goſpel-way of ſalvation. i 

In ſhort, let profeſſing chriſtians ſtand in what relations they 
will other ways, if they reſt in an outward profeſſion of religion, 
or any outward ordinances that are authoriſed by the goſpel, with- 
out a ew heart, and a new ſpirit, their ſpiritual condition is not a 
hit better than that of the Scrx1BEs and PRHARISEESs of old; nor 
are they leſs really blind in regard to the grand intents and pur- 
| Poles of ſalvation, than thoſe wretched profeſſors were, concerning 

whom CHRIsT ſpeaks to his diſciples in Mat. v. 20. © Verily I 
« ſay unto you, that except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 
0 righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe 
center into the kingdom of Heaven.” It is no wonder that ſuch 
profeſſors as theſe hate, ſpite, and oppoſe the truly humble, ſelf- 
denying “ followers of the Lamb,” B:cavuse they are blind; nor 
is it, for the ſame reaſon, any wonder that the properties juſt men- 
tioned ſhould preclude them from obeying the goſpel of Ixs us 
CnRisT, and embracing Him as exhibited therein, for their 
« wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanRification, and redemption.” 

I nave further to remark to you on this occaſion, that our de- 
parted friend obſerved a p1sorRDER under the ſun which is to be 
regretted ; viz. young men careſſed and puffed off, and aged faith- 
ful miniſters, who have borne the heat and burden of the day in 
the LorD's vineyard, deſpiſed and vilified. Thoſe profeſſing 

Chriſtians, who are chargeable with this ſpirit and conduct, betray 
a deficiency both of wiſdom and of religion; and it may be ob- 
ferved that CARNAL MOTIVES are too commonly at the bottom of 
it, on the part both of the caręſſers and the carzfed, No young 
miniſters can approve this manner of mankind, who apply it to 
themſelves, as they ought to do, and duly conſider what ſort of 
compliments they themſelves may expect to meet with in their turn 


from the world, (which is prone to court the riſing ſun) when they 
arc advanced in years. | 


THERE 
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Trtrt would be no grounds for theſe obſervations, if profeſſing 
Chriftians did generally believe the goſpel in their hearts: If they 
did /o, they would be ſo free from pride, vain-glory, and every 
temper contrary to love, as to be at liberty effectually to conſider, 
that to abuſe or ſlight any one, whom JESUS CnurisT has ſent to 
preach the goſpel, is irreligious and wicked ; and that it is ſuch a 
ſpirit and behaviour as he will not fail to animadvert upon, and 
reſent, either in his providence here or in the future and final judg- 
ment hereafter. But while perſons are governed by any paſſion 
that 1s not truly chriſtian, ar prefer any outward thing to ſerious 
piety, and the life and power of religion in the ſoul, it is no won- 
der they forget that it is written, “ He that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth 
« me, and he that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth him that ſent me,” tho? 
the mouth of the Lord himſelf hath ſpoken it.“ They therefore 
(be they who they will) who ſlight or deſpiſe the meaneſt miniſter 
of JesUus CHRIST, whom he hath called, inclined, and deter- 
mined to miniſter under him in holy things, “ deſpiſe not man, 
« but Gop,” even CHRIS H who is truly Gop, as well as man and 
Him that / ent him, that is 1HE FaTHER, Nor will it hence follow 
that ſuch miniſters are either the FAT HER or CHR 1ST, any more 
than that his faithful followers and choſen people are Cnr1se 
himſelf in a proper literal ſenſe ; becauſe he is repreſented as thus 
ſpeaking to them in the great day of judgment. I was an hun- 
„ pred, and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
« drink ; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye 
« clothed me; I was fick, and ye viſited me; I was in priſon, and 
ye came unto me.” But the ground of theſe aſſertions is this: 
Cur1sT's faithful miniſters are his ambaſſadors, and all his rege- 
nerate people are members of that myſtical body, his church, whoſe 
living head of all- gracious and divine influence he is to all the in- 
tents of eternal ſalvation ; and theſe are ſo dear to him, (being the 
purchaſe of his body and blood) that, as he explains himſelf, 
he reckons aud reſents what is done to them as done to himſelf; 
for it is written, that the King ſhall anſwer and ſay, Verily I ſay 
„ unto you, in as much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt 
« of theſe my brethren, ye have done it uato me 4.“ 

vou late neighbour rejoiced to ſee ſuch young miniſters as were 
promiſing fer ſerious religion and uſefulneſs in their day and gene- 
ration, and wiſhed them every proper advantage, and good ſucceſs 
to their miniſtrations : But he found an unction, flavour, ſpiritual 
experience, light, and edification in the miniſtry of godly men 
advanced in years, which cannot ordinarily be met with, nor 
indeed expected in the performances of young miniſters; to whom 
nevertheleſs he wiſhed due encouragement, if promiſing in the re- 
ſpects before-mentioned ; tho' he thought it wrong and prepo/tcrozws 
to prefer them to ſuch as are Fathers in CHRIST, and in ears. 
To ſhew that reſpe& to the young which is due to the aged, is as 
unreaſonable and unſcriptural as it is for young perſons to di/regard 
the Apoſtle's injunction: © Likewiſe ye younger ſubmit yourſelves 


to 
* Luke x. 15. + Mat, xxv. 35, 36. Mat. xxv. 40, || I. Pet. v. 5. 
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« to the elder *.” This counſel is o rational, that SE NIORES 
PRIORES was a maxim of a heathen man, who would have the 
priority given to SENIORS, 


HavinG now delivered to you the counſels and ſentiments of 


your deceaſed neighbour (interſperſed with my own remarks) as near 
as I can recolle& them from his converſation with me, I muſt fur- 
ther obſerve to you, that he expreſſed a great concern for your ſpi- 
ritual welfare, a particular eſteem for John Perkins and his family, 
and earneſt wiſhes that the P&EACHinG in this place might be 
ſacceeded of God to your eternal ſalvation : Nor do I doubt but 
that he daily offered his deſires to GoD, in interceſſion for you at 
the throne of the heavenly grace. 

Wu I meet with perſons who appear to have had a real con- 
cern awakened in them about their ſpiritual ſtate, and to have been 
no leſs willing in the day of divine power to be ſaved from ſin than 
from Hell, in the way of a living faith in CHRIST, and true re- 
pentance ; I am apt to aſk them, if I have opportunity, (with a 
view to remind them /, and to ſtrengthen what Gop has wrought 
in them) by what means and when they have been convinced, and 
pricked in their hearts with a ſenſe of their loſt ſtate as fallen crea- 
tyres, and of their abſolute need of Jesus Car1sT to heal their 
ſouls, to deliver them from the wrath which 1s ſure to come upon 
all that die in their ſins; and to open the kingdom of Heaven for 
them, that, when they have finiſhed their courſe in this world, 
they may be admitted into it, and be with CHRIST for ever? In 
anſwer to theſe iNQUiR1Es our Jacob told me that he had a pious 
mother, who, it ſhould ſeem from the ſubſequent account, was made 
of Gop a ſpiritual mother, and a preacher of righteouſneſs to her 
own ſon. How deſirable is it that all mothers were ſo to their 
own offspring! If they were, what a hopeful generation of chil- 
dren ſhould we have, who would be likely to become real Chriſt- 
ians, and uſeful exemplary members both of civil and religious 
ſociety. 

II is an encouraging obſervation, that moſt, if not all the chil- 


dren mentioned in the note below, became ſeriouſly pious, and 


exemplarily religious in their day and generation: Some of them 


have 

* 1 Pet. v. . RE 
+ The venerable and learned Mr. Joux WEesrL xy in one of his Journals ſays, 
that his Mother was a preacher of righteouſneſs to her own children and ſervants; 
and that in the abſence of his Father (if no other more proper perſon was pre- 
ſent) ſhe officiated herſelf in her family mornings and evenings, May many miſ- 
treſſes of families go and do likewiſe. Such pious women as do fo, rather than 


let the family go to bed without family-prayer, ſhould be counted worthy of 


double honour, It is not improbable, that Mrs. Susannan Wesr.xy did 
herein but follow the example ſet her by her o mcther, who was the wife of a 
man of no leſs note than the pious and Rev. Dr. SaMuEL ANNESLEY, Who 
was a non-conforming miniſter of the firſt rank among two thouſand honeſt 


men, who were caſt out of the miniſtry of the church and their livings, on St. 


BARTRHOLOMZEW's- DA x in the laſt century, by force of the Act of Uniformity 
and which will be always a pisTINGUISHED day in the annals of this king- 
dom; as that on which the capital diviſion in religion commenced in this na- 
tion, in conſequence of the ſaid act; which has ſince been a souR CE of great 
difficulties and ſufferings to many worthy men and their families, 
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have been Zl:/ed inftruments of turning many profligate ſinners to 
righteouſneſs ; and they ſlill continue to go on, indefatigably ex- 
erting their endeavours to ſave ſouls from /in and Hell. 

Tax are the grand, ſons of two very able and learned men, 
who (in a numerous and goodly company of whom no man need 
to be aſhamed) were turned out of the miniſtry of the eſtabliſhed 
church and their livings, by an act of Parliament for abcn- conformity 

in 1662. 


Ous departed friend told me, that the topic of his mother's 


diſcourſe, with which he was firſt ſtruck, was ETERNITY; and 
that ſhe was then fitting at her door, fetting wires, which is a com- 
mon employment of poor women and children in that neighbour- 
hood. He ſaid, that ſhe expatiated on that tremendous ſubjeR till he 
quaked and trembled, tho' he was but a child: Nor was the awful 
theme, I preſume, long together out of his thoughts afterward, as 
long as he lived. Happy are the children that are awakened and 
converted in their childhood ; if they live, they are like to bring 
forth much fruit to the praiſe and glory cf Gop, the credit of reli- 
gion, the benefit of the world, and the church of Carisr ; they 
are alſo in the way to have the beſt enjoyment'of the preſent life, 
and to enter with greater advantage on the next, when they ve 
finiſhed their courſe here upon earth. 

Tre ſubje& that was bleſt to awaken our departed friend, is of 
a peculiarly ſtriking nature, and has been of happy uſe to awaken 
many careleſs ſinners, and to quicken the faithful in the chriſtian 


life. One told me that he has been lately roz/ed out of his carnal 


ſecurity (in which, be apprehended no danger) by hearing the Rev. 
pious and ſelf-denying Mr. Row AND HILL preach ETEXXITYI 
and I pray Gop, that perſon may never fall aſleep in fin again; 
but that the convictions of his loſt ſtate as a fallen creature, ma 
end in a thorough converſion to Gop, and a holy life, from the 
love and practice of fin; that he may be an eternal partaker of the 
inheritance of the ſaints 1 in the glorious light of heaven, in virtue 
of the ſole mediation and merits of JesUs CHRIST. 


« Eternity! thou pleaſing dreadful thought!” Caro, 


Eternity is indeed a pleaſing thought to ſuch as have a well- 
grounded hope of an intereſt in CHRIST, and a covenant-claim to 


ſalvation in his right: but to the ungodly, or ſuch as have no ſuch 


hope, it is the moſt terrible cutting thought that can be, if duly 


attended to! I have heard of one man, who was fo affected with 
the thoughts of eternity, that he could not he in his bed when 2% 
ſeized his attention, but was forced to ri and auvall about the 
room. And bleſſed be God that any of mankind are awakened, and 
ſtirred up to attend to their duty hy the conſideration of eternity. 
It is infinitely better to be zerrified now by the thoughts of the eter- 
nity of hell-torments, than to be left to remain ſecure, till the flen- 
der, frail thread of life breaks, and lets the ſoul drop by the weight 


of her own guilt into that place of everlaſting puniſhment, out of 


which there is no redemption. 
Tavs 
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Tu us ſpeaks an excellent ſpiritual bard, upon viewing the /culls 
and Bones of the dead in a charnel-houſe : 


Trest ſkulls, what ghaſtly figures now! 
How loathſome to the eyes ! 
Theſe are the heads we lately knew 
| So beauteous and ſo æviſe. 


But where the ſouls, thoſe deathleſs things, 
That left this dying clay ? 
My thoughts now ſtretch out all your wings, 
FE. | And trace eternity, 


O that unfathomable ſea! 
Thoſe deeps without a ſhore ! 
Where living waters gently play, 
And hery billows roar. 


Thus muſt we leave theſe banks of life, 
And try this doubtful ſea : PN. 
Vain are our groans, and dying ſtrife, 
To gain a moment's ſtay. 


There we ſhall ſwim in heav'nly bliſs, 
Or ſink in flaming waves ; 
While the pale carcaſe thoughtleſs lies 
Among the ſilent graves. 


Some hearty friend ſhall drop a tear 
On our dry bones, and ſay, 

«© 'Theſe once were ſtrong as mine appear, 
« And mine muſt be as they.“ 


Thus ſhall our mould'ring members teach 
What now our ſenſes learn: 
For duſt and aſhes loudeſt preach f 
Man's infinite concern. Wars. 


ETERNITY, attentively conſidered, tends either to tranſport the 
ſoul with raptures of joy, or to diſtract her with dread and horror! 
To the true believer in the exerciſe of faith, ETERNITY is a tranſ- 
| porting joyful thought ! but to an awakened finner, who has not 
|; come to CHRIST by a living faith, or to one that is thus come to 
him, but does not apprehend his intereft in him, it is a moſt dread- 
3 ful terrifying idea: it is more or leſs ſo to all ſuch ſincere chriſtians 
| as are weak in faith. As there were heretofore believers, who 
„Were all their life-time ſubject to bondage“ through fear of 

« death ;** ſo there are timorous believers ſtill, whom CHRIST will 
deliver and fave, as he did the former. The object of their fear is 


not 


* Heb, ii, 15. 
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not ſo much death itſelf, as the ETERNITY which ſucceeds it. O 
Eternity! Eternity! how are my thoughts loſt and my ſpirit over- 
whelmed within me, when 1 ſet myſelf to contemplate thy vaſt 
boundleſs duration; and to conſider how weighty and infinite a 
concern thou arr to all ſorts of men that are capable of diſcernin 
between GoOD and Evil, between RIGHT and wRONG, and what 
is pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God ! Eternity, what is it but a ſtate 
or duration, which admits of neither change or period for ever | a 
ſtate of inexpreſſible, endleſs happineſs or miſery ! happineſs in the 
enjoyment, or miſery in the % of the cutter coop of intelligent 
creatures—the loſs of the gracious preſence of God and Chriſt for 
ever; HAPPINESS in the enjoyment of infinite love, or MisERY in 
the ſuffering of endleſs pain and ſorrow : Of one. of theſe every 
child of man muſt be the ſubje& for ever and ever. Eternity is a 
THEME Which we cannot poſlibly form an adequate conception of, 
There is an end to this world, and all that is in it; but Eternity 
is a lane without a turning,” and to which there is no end! 
'There 1s a number to the ſtars in the firmament of heaven, tho? 
we cannot count it - there is a , and a laſt ſtar, and there is an 
end to the number of them. There is a 7/7 and a lat ſana on the 
ſea-ſhore; and there is an end to the number contained in the aſto- 
niſhing BounDary of the great waters, over which the roaring 
waves thereof cannot paſs. There is a number to the piles of graſs 
Which now are, have been fince the creation, and ſhall be to the 
end of the world; nevertheleſs there was a l, and ſhall be a /a/ 
ſpire of graſs. There is a number to the grains of corn in all the 
harveſts over the whole earth from the beginning to the end of the 
world; and there is an end to that number; there was a fit, and 
there will be a Ja grain in that s Mu, how great ſoever it may be. 
Of all the drops of rain, that ever did fall, or ſhall yet fall upon 
the earth, from the foundation of the world to the final cox FLA- 
GRATION, there is a zumber, and we can conceive a fir and laſt 
drop in that calculation. Of all the children of men that have 
been, are, and ſhall be upon earth ; of all the hairs of their heads, 
and of all their thoughts, there is a number ; and, as there was a 
firſt, ſo we can conceive there will be a laſt man, a laſt hair, anda 
laſt thought, in this life! Moreover, ſhould the vaſt canopy of the 
heavens over our heads be written all over with figures by the hand 
of an angel, there would be a number to thoſe figures, and an end 
| to the ſym of them; there would be a h and a laſt figure; but to 
Eternity there is no number, no laſt, no bound, no end z—an in- 
finite number is a contradiction in terms; and therefore there is, 
properly ſpeaking, no ſuch thing as an infinite number, Were all 
the numbers now mentioned thrown together into one ſum, how 
great ſoever the ſum ToTAL might be, it would admit of no com- 
8 pariſon with eternity, to which IN PIN IT x, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
is eſſential ; as it would be nothing comparatively to a duration 
which knows 0 bound, no number, no end, no laſt! It is this Eter- 
nity, my dear hearers, throws infinite weight into human rd, 
| an 


E | 
and all its moral concerns : it is this puts. inexpreſſible weight i into 


all your thoughts, words, works, and ways: as it is ETERNITY 
that will give the awful and infinite moment to the ſcales of the 


future judgment; what gives the greateſt weight Palſible, to the 


judgment of the great and laſt day is, that it will be eternal 
judgment:“ It is Eternity that gives infinite conſequence to the joys 
and felicities of heaven ; for what, alas! would theſe be, were they 


not eternal? Hence it is called *«* eternal life! eternal glory! a ne- 


« ver-fading crown, an everlaſting ae and pleaſures flow- 
ing for evermore ! ? 


And this is what the Scripture exhibits as the perfection of heaven, 


viz. that its happineſs is eternal—it is the crowning perfeQion of 


the happineſs of the ſaints, that they ſhall be “' for ever with the 
Lo D + to be with the Lok D in the gracious ſenſe, in which 
humble, holy, faithful men are with him here upon earth, 1s Feweet ; 
to ſtand 1n his preſence, to draw near his mercy- ſeat, Wo” to have 
ſenſible communion with the Father of ſpirits here, is good and e- 


licitating ; but to be with him in heaven ror EVER, makes their 


felicity and their joy exquiſitely ſatisfactory! Who can imagine the 
ſatisfaction and perfretion, which the thought ro EVER will add to 
the future bleſſedneſs of good men Ait is brave to have heaven upon 
earth in ſenſible tokens of Gop's favour, and the manifeſtations of his 
reconciled countenance to the ſoul that ſeeks him; but what is this to 
a UEAVEN in HEAVEN, and the heaven o 3 which 1s Heaven 
without interruption, without intermiſſion, without imperfection, and 
which is belt of all, av:7hout /in, and without end? It! is the top of the 
ſaints happineſs in heaven, that it will be everlaſting, and that they 
ſhall go no more out . To be for ever with the Lox D,“ is but 
a ſhort ſentence ; but it is impoſſible for us perfectly to conceive 
the happinels which is contained in it. It is to be for ever in the 
boſom of our heavenly Father's love; for ever in the neareſt views 
of Jeſus's glory ; to be for ever joined with an innumerable comp.cny 
F angels, in loving, praiſing, admiring, adoring ſovereign and free 


grace, and in ſinging HaLLELujans to God "and the Lamb! to 


be for ever ſwallowed up in the divine love, the divine life, the 
divine will, the divine preſence, and the divine fulneſs! to be for 
ever delivered from inbred fin and corruption, into an impoſſibility 
of ſinning, will be happineſs ſo great, that the poſſeſſors of it can 
have no room to wiſh it to be greater; nothing but the actual feel- 
ing enjoyment of it can afford a full conception of the felicity and 
joy of ſuch a ſituation, as the ſaints will find themſelves i 1n hereaf- 
ter, in the kingdom of heaven ! 

On the other hand, as it is this word ETerniTy that adds infi- 
nite ſatisfaction and ſweetneſs to the happineſs of the righteous i in 
the kingdom of their heavenly Father hereafter, / it is but this 
ſame thought that adds infinite weight and infinite Vo to the pu- 
niſhment of the damned in HELL ; the burden of their puniſhment 
is, and ever will be, that it is everlaſting puniſhment, The molt in- 


* Heb, vi. 2. + 1 Theſſ. iv. 7, J Rev. iii. 12. 
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tolerable part of the doom of thoſe who die in their ſins, on the 
great day of accounts, will be, that they ſhall go away into ever- 
faltig puniſhment * As heaven would be no heaven if its hap- 
pineſs were not everlaſting, ſo hell would be no hell, if the tor— 
ments of it were not eternal. This is the circumllance that gives 
peculiar force to the terrors of the LoR D, for awakening and per- 
ſuading ſinners to be ſaved ; and it is this gives intolerable bitter- 
neſs to the ſecond death, viz. that it will have no end! Accord 
ingly it is written, that in hell“ the worm (which is conicience) 


dieth not, and the fire is not quenched +.” | 


« O Eternity! Eternity! (fays a learned and pious writer) thou 
«« canſt be meaſured by no ſpace of time, nor comprehended by any 


„ human intellect! how unconceivably doſt thou augment the 


«© torments of the damned.“ Again he ſays, © O Eternity, Eter- 
„ nity! thou, and thou alone, doſt aggravate the tormeats of the 
« damned beyond all meaſuie!” The ſharpneſs, extent, and uni- 
verſality of the miſery of the damned, in the place of torment, are 
properties that make it inexpreſſibly and inconceivably great; but, 
alas! alas! it is the eternity of it that makes it moſt of all intolera- 


ble not only to be baniſhed from Gop and CHRIST, from the ſole 


ſource of true happineſs, but to be banifhed for ever! not only to 
be driven from the beatific vifion of the God-Man JESuS CHRIST, 
but to be driven from it for ever! This, this is the moſt cutting 
thought of all, and the moſt full of anguith ! | | 


Wan to be baniſh'd from my life, 
And yet forbid to die! | 
To. linger in eternal pain, 
Yet death for ever fly! 


« O wretched ſtate of deep deſpair!” O doleful! to dwell with 
everlaſting burnings ! to be ever burning, and yet never conſumed! 
to live for ever in the flames kindled and maintained by the fire of 
infinite juſtice, and the righteous curſe of the broken law of an in- 


finitely pure and holy Gop ! to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire 


to be ſinning and rebelling againſt the Almighty for ever, and for 


ever bearing the puniſhment ot it! to be for ever ſinning, and for 


ever ſuffering the juſt inflictions of an offended righteous Gon, in 
the dreadful regions allotted for the devil and his angels! This is 


a terrible and heart-rending truth ro ſuch finners as duly attend to 
it: this makes the very thoughts of hell zz/c/erable to awakened fin- 


ners in this life, and this will make hell-pun:ſhment much more ſo 


to thoſe that go into it. To be ſuffering the wrath of Gop for 
ever, 1s a miſery exceeding the capacity ot any mortal man fully to 


conceive, and muſt needs make ſuch as endure it exquiſitely miſe- 


rable! Gop grant, if it be his bleſſed will, that none of you may 

ever know what it is by experience ! 3 
0 the contemplation of theſe :remendous truths was bleſt to awak- 
en the attention of your deceaſed neighbour to his ſpiritual Kate, 
* Matth. xxv. 46. + Mark ix. 44. E 2 | aud 


/ 
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and the things of his everlaſting peace; I pray God that the ſame 

argument may have a /imilar effect on ſuch of you as remain in an 
unconverted flate :—lIf you will not be moved by the conſolations of 
God, and the grace of the goſpel, Gop grant that you may be 
alarmed by the terrors of the Lok b, and awakened to earneſt 
prayer and ſerious thinking, by the terrible denunciations of juf- 
rice againſt impenitent ſinners ; that 9 may ſeek, and that it may 
be given you of Gop truly to repent, and to believe the goſpel in 
your hearts, to the ſaving of your ſouls | 

Tho' it was remarked, as the peculiar miſery of the ungodly un- 
der affliction, that they have no coverant-reconciled Gop to cry to, 
yet is their caſe not de/perate. You, who are as yet bound with 
the chain of your fins, have a reconcileable Gor to call upon in dif- 
treſs ; and as you cannot do % avell in any other way, you ough 
to ſeek Gop in the day of trouble; and if you will bow down be- 
fore him; if you will 27/5 the rd, and humble yourſelves in the 
duſt under it at his feet, ſo merciful is the King of Iſrael, that he 
will not deſpiſe your cries, nor reject your ſuit. Behold an illuſ- 
trious proof of this in the caſe of king Anan *. And the word 
« of the Lok D came to £/ah the Tiſpbite, ſaying, Seeſt thou how 
„ Ahab humbleth himſelf before me ? Becauſe he humbleth him- 
«« ſelf before me, I will not bring the evil (which I denounced 
« againſt him) in his days; but in his ſons days I will bring the evil 
« upon his houſe.” And what an encouragement does this, and ſuch 
like paſſages of Scripture afford to the ungodly not only to go / far, 
but farther ftill than 4had did, in diſtreſs? Here you are encouraged 
not only to humble yourſelves before the Lord in trouble, but to hum 
ble yourſelves before him 4izdly and evangelically as a Saviour from 
fin, as well as from puniſhment; to humble yourſelves from a believ- 
ing, loving regard to 7Ze/xs Chriſt, and a ſenſe of your need of having 
his blood applied to your ſouls, to cleanſe you from all filthineſs of 
the fleſh and ſpirit, O that ſuch as have lived in the love and prac. 
ice of ſin till this day, would thus humble yourſelves under the evils 
of lite, that you may have not only a temporal deliverance, but a ſal- 
vation from ſin, from“ the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and 
the pride of life,“ and from the everlaſting puniſhmert of hell! How 
happy would it be for ſuch of you as have continued in impenitence 
and under the power of unbelief to this hour, if, when you labour 
under outward trouble, you could but © take with you words,” and 
ſay from your inmaſt ſoul, with loving, godly contrition, what the 
people of Iſrael once ſaid with their lips, when they were in trouble, 

« We have ſinned, O Lord, do thou unto us whatſoever ſeemeth 
good unto thee .“ 

TI know not how to conclude this diſcourſe without beſtowing a 
few more words of exhortation upon unregenerate careleſs ſinners, 
who have never been born again of the ſpirit of Gop. Would you 
be delivered out of the evils of life, or be ſupported under them in 
the beſt manner ? Then be aſſured, you mull be fick of lin, of in- 


* 1 Kings xxi. 29. I Judges x. 15. WH 
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award, as well as outward ſin, and be ſolicitous to be faved from it, 


as the evil of evils; as the root, cauſe, and ſting of death, and of 


all the afflictions, you are ſubject to in this world. | 

If you would be ſaved from fin, you muſt look to Jesus Curnsr, 
and deal with him by prayer, and in the uſe of other means of 
grace, eſpecially a faithful goſpel-miniſtry—and thus may you at- 
tain to an union with him, by believing with your heart on his 


name alone, for reſt to your ſouls, and eternal ſalvation. Remem- 


ber that there is no other way to obtain an intereſt in CHRIS 7 for 
this purpoſe, but that of a living faith, which is the gift of Gov't 
therefore cry to the Los D with every breath to enable 76u to be- 


lieve in him, and fo to believe, as to be unfeignedly ſorry for all 


your fins and offences; ſo to believs in the Lob. Jesus, as to feel 
and lament the plague of yoar hearts, and the evils of your nature 
as fallen creatures; and withal ſo to believe in the grace of the 
goſpel, as to love Chr1sT more than the whole world. And by 
this you may know when you are enabled to“ believe in Cae1sT 


to the ſaving of the ſoul;“ if you do ſo, you will prefer Cazisr 


to your chief joy under the ſun ; ; you will alſo love all mankind for 
his ſake with a love of benevolence ; arid love all that appear to have 
been renewed in the ſpirit of their mind, and to be like CHRIST 
in holineſs and lowlineſs of heart, without diſtinction, it com- 
placence and delight. 


Be not deceived ; if you accept theſe exhortations, and cloſe with 


 Cnr1sT by a living faith and true repentance, you will lead a new 


life; you will be ſolicitous to be obedient to him in all things, and 
direct and meaſure your obedience by the written rule of your faith, 
which is the word of God. And thus may you come to know 
CaRisT, who and <vhat he is; thus may you alſo come to know 
yourſelves, as who, and what you likewiſe are in regard to Jesus 
CaurisT. In this way you may know whether CHRIST is your 
beloved, and whether you are his. When you are united to him 
by faith and love, you will be enabled to ſubmit your necks to his 
yoke; you will by his grace do whatſoever he bids you, and ſuffer 


meekly whatſoever he is pleaſed to lay upon you. 


I ſee here are many preſent on this occaſion. The Loxp have 
mercy upon you all ! Has not he ere this, in ſovereign mercy, called 
ſome of this audience out of the world, and ſeparated and ſanctified 
you to himſelf in CHRIST Jesus? © Knoy that the Loxp hath 


ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf “.“ Has he not met with 


ſome of you in his ways, and not paſſed by you, but called you ef 
fectually, as it were by your names, from the darkneis of fin, aud 


your unregenerate ſtate, into the marvellous light of his grace, and 


a ſtate of ſalvation? Bieſſed are ſuch of you as have your eyes open- 
ed to ſee, and your hearts touched to feel your lapſed loſt ſtate, and 
the eternal conſequence of an intereſt in CuR1sT, for the pardon 
of your ſins, and eternal life; and of uch a faith with this view, as 


, wworketh by true repentance lo. awards God and nan, You, who are thus 


* Plalm iv. 3. 


called 
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called to be ſaints and children of Gop by a living faith in CHN Is, 
may lift up your heads with a joyful confidence, that you ſhall ſoon 
be delivered from all the evils, clouds, and datkneſs of the preſent 
world. - The bridegroom of your ſouls is coming, nor will he tarry 
a moment longer than the appointed time ; then will he wipe away 
all your tears, and you ſhall know no more fin, nor ſorrow, nor 
the leaſt fear or anxiety for ever! Be you therefore of good cou- 
rage, ye haters of ſin, lovers of Gop, and humble, ſelf-abaſing 
followers of the Lamb, and lift up your hearts to the Loꝶx p, and 
rejoice, ſeeing your full © redemption draweth nigh.” 

In the mean time, do you ſtill bear in mind, that you are to uſe 
all the means of grace; to pray, and endeayour to live in the exer- 
ciſe of faith and hope; and that it is neceſſary that you ſhould do 
ſo, in order to be ſupported and comforted under the evils and 
croſſes which you are ſubject to, in this world, in the beſt manner. 
It is in the exerciſe of faith and hope you are 4% to be ſtill fitted 
and prepared, and hat more'and more, for the eternal world of 
Joy, whither you are bound ; where there will be no ſhadow of 
death, nor of any other evil, and which is beft of all, in the ſenſe 


of every real chriſtian, , 


Where ſfin—your worſt enemy before, 
Shall vex your eyes and ears no more, 


nor give you any more trouble for ever! 
What a bleſſed opportunity will this be, ſhould the Lord be 
Pleaſed to accompany this diſcourſe with his efficacious grace, to 
make it effectual to the awakening and converſion of oe or more 
ſinners ; or to the quickening and furtherance of one or more real 
chriſtians in the religious and divine life; and what a bleſſed event 
would the death of this neighbour be to ſuch a ſoul or ſouls! This 
was his earneſt defire, and who knows, but ths matter is the Lord, 
that, under his direction, he unexpectedly requeſted me to preach 
from this ſubje& on this occaſion ; yea, and that the eternal pur- 
poſe of Heaven may be fulfilled by this means, in ſtirring up ſome 
of you /o to mind your precious ſouls, as henceforth to work out 
your own ſalvation with loving fear and holy trembling ; and ſo to 
do with unremitted zeal, reſolution, and diligence, ſo long as you 
live, in the exerciſe of a living faith in CHR ISH, and true repent- 
ance. | 
I beſeech as many of you as, thro? divine and free grace, believe 
the goſpel in your hearts, to join iſſue with me in praying God to 
ſucceed this labour of love to theſe bleſſed purpoſes; to raiſe in 
power what has been ſown in weakneſs; to excite you all to im- 
rove this ſtroke of death to the eternal life of your ſouls, and to be 
continually ſolicitous to prepare for a happy lot in the world to 
come, in the way preſcribed in the goſpel. O be you careful to be 
thus always ready, and aways willing to die, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
Gop to call you to come away; that whenever death kills your 
body, Jesus CarisT may of his infinite mercy receive your ſouls, 
and grant that an entrance may be adminiſtered unto you abun— 
| | dantly 
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dantly, thro' his everlaſting righteouſneſs, into his heavenly king- ="; 
dom ; where you ſhall give all the glory of your ſalvation to Father, 3 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for evermore.! Amen! Amen “ | 
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I. UR days, alas! our mortal days, 
Are ſhort and wretched too; 
Evil and few the Pa R IAR c E ſays, 
And well the PaTz1arca knew. 


2. Tis but at beſt a narrow bound 
That Heav'n allows to men; 
And pains and ſins run thro” the round 
Of threeſcore years and ten. 


3. Well, if ye muſt be ſad and few, 
Run on my days in haſte; 
Moments of fin, and months of woe, 
Ye cannot fly too faſt. = 


4. Let heav'nly love prepare my ſoul, 

And call her to the ſkies, 
Where years of long ſalvation roll, 
And glory never dies. Eg 
Warrs. 


r W ͤ W 
1. THA awful day will ſurely come, 
Th' appointed hour makes haſte, 


When I muſt ſtand before my judge, 
And paſs the ſolemn teſt. 


* 


2. Thou lovely chief of all my joys, 
Thou ſov'reign of my heart; 
How could I bear to hear thy voice 
Pronounce the ſound depart ? 


3. The thunder of that diſmal word 
Would ſo torment my ear, 
*Twould tear my ſoul aſunder, Lok p, 
With moſt tormenting fear. 
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4: What tobe gelen Gom-my l.. 
„ ed . EE 
To linger in eternal pain, ae £ 105 4 5 2 4 

TW $54 4 4 * N r ia 80 2 
Vet death for ever fly? „„ 
5. . Oh! wretched ſtate of deep deſpair, . 
To ſee my Gop remove, NIN 3 . 
And fix my doleful ſtation where 
I muſt not taſte his love, 
„Jesus, I throw. my arms around. 
And hang upon. thy breaſt ;* TINY N 
nhour: a gracious ſmile from thee 8 . 
My pit o xy 

7. Oh! tell me that wy worthleſs- nume | 

=o: graven on thy hands ; OO e © 

She me ſome promiſe in thy book, AIRS $450k 7 5 

Where my ſalvation ſtands? 8 
| 4 | 1 „ r on 

8. Give me one kind, aſſuring 1 word, es odd nh Ca 

To fink my fears r | 
- Fine, chearfully my foul ſhall wait TR 
Her threeſcore years and teen. 
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